Knowing God’s Word
Matthew
Matthew is the first book of our New Testament and one of the 4 Gospels
The book of Matthew is so named because it was written by the apostle Matthew
Matthew is also known by his original name, Levi the son of Alphaeus (Mk. 2:14)
Matthew means “gift of God”
He was a tax collector when Jesus came and called him, a very hated profession by the
Jews (many were thieves)
Matthew’s purpose in his writing of this gospel account was to prove Jesus as the King
of the Jews and the Messiah
We see him do this through the recording of the genealogy, miracles performed, His
teachings (kingdom), and the death, burial and resurrection account
Matthew also referred to the Old Testament more than any other New Testament writer
There were 60 quotations and 130 references to the Old Testament given in Matthew
that were fulfilled by Jesus
Matthew speaks a great deal about the “kingdom”, referencing it some 55 times
While it is difficult to determine the exact date of the writing of this book, internal
evidence points to a date prior to A.D. 70
Possible dates range from 42 A.D. to 68 A.D.
Most believe it was the earliest written gospel (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)
We should note that Matthew did not necessarily record things in a chronological order
Instead, he arranged things topically at times
Some say it was originally written in Hebrew and then translated to Greek

Matthew
Key Verses:
1:20-23
4:19
5-7
10:32-33
11:28-30
16:16-18
16:24-27
18:3-5
19:9
28:18-20
Outline of Matthew:
Coming of Jesus (1-2)
Genealogy (1:1-17)
Birth & Childhood (1:18-2:23)
Ministry Beginnings (3-4)
John the Baptist (3)
Temptations & Start of Ministry (4)
Sermon on the Mount (5-7)
Christ at Work (8-12)
Healings & Miracles (8-9)
Limited Commission (10)
John the Baptist & Jesus (11)
Lord of Sabbath; Opposition to Jesus (12)
The Kingdom (13-20)
Parables of the Kingdom (13)
Death of John; Authority Over Nature (14)
Authority Over Uncleanness; Miracles (15)
More Opposition; Peter’s Confession (16)
Transfiguration & Temple Tax (17)
Offenses & Offenders (18)
Marriage & Children; Rich Young Ruler (19)

Matthew
Parable of Vineyard; Lesson on Service (20)
Jesus in Jerusalem (21-25)
Triumphal Entry; More Teaching (21)
Jesus Questioned; He Responds (22-23)
Destruction of Temple & Coming of Jesus (24)
Parables of Virgins & Talents; Needy (25)
Death & Resurrection of Jesus (26-28)
Lord’s Supper; Prayer & Arrest in Garden (26)
Trial & Crucifixion (27)
Resurrection & Great Commission (28)

Interesting Facts About Matthew
MEANING: “Gift of the Lord.”
AUTHOR: Matthew, the son of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14)
TIME WRITTEN: Possibly between 58-68 A.D.
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 40th Book in the Bible
• 1st Book in the New Testament
• 1st of 4 books of Biography
(Matthew - John)
• 26 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 4
VERSES: 55
WORDS: 1,782
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT MATTHEW:
n Matthew is the gospel record:
• Written by a Jew - Matthew.
• Written to Jews - his countrymen.
• Written about a Jew - the long-awaited Messiah.
n Matthew uses quotes from the Old Testament to establish
that Jesus Christ is indeed the Messiah.
• More than 130 times Matthew uses quotations and
allusions to the Old Testament to show that Jesus
fulfills the qualifications for the Messiah.
• Matthew often uses the phrase, “that which was spoken
through the prophets ight be fulfilled.” That phrase does
not appear once in Mark, Luke, or John.
• The phrase, “Son of David,” referring to the Davidic line,
occurs 9 times in Matthew, but only 6 times collectively
in Mark, Luke, and John.
n Matthew shows his Jewish readers that Jesus Christ is the
culmination of promises delivered over a thousand
period.
n Matthew shows that God’s redemptive plan is well even after
400 years of prophetic silence.

n Messiah means “the Anointed One.”
n Matthew gives a large reception in his house so his
associates could meet Jesus. Matthew 9:10
n The last appearance of his name in the Bible is in
Acts 1:13.
n The phrase, “kingdom of heaven” appears 55 times in
Matthew.
n Matthew shows his Jewish readers that Jesus Christ is
the culmination of promises delivered over a
thousand period.
n Matthew was a tax collector in Capernaum when Jesus
called him to follow Him.
n As a publican (tax collector), Matthew was no doubt
disliked by his countrymen.
n The turning point in the Book of Matthew comes in chapter
12 when the Pharisees formally reject Jesus as the
Messiah, saying that His power comes from Satan
and not from God. Christ’s ministry changes
immediately with:
• His increased use of parables.
• Increased attention to his disciples.
• His repeated statements that His death is now near.
n The Book of Matthew is placed first in the canon of the
New Testament books by the early church because
of its natural bridge between the Old and New
Testaments.
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Knowing God’s Word
Mark
Mark is the 2nd book of our New Testament and the 2nd of the 4 Gospels
Mark is named after the man who wrote the gospel account
Mark was not one of the apostles, but a disciple, Christian and evangelist
He is better known in the book of Acts and beyond as John Mark (John was his Jewish
name, Mark his Roman name)
We first read of Mark in Acts 12:12, when Peter came to the home of his mother Mary,
whose home was used as a gathering place for the Christians to pray for Peter
The Bible tells us that he went with Barnabas and Paul on the first missionary journey
(Acts 12:25)
Mark was the cousin of Barnabas (Col. 4:10)
He was apparently converted by Peter (I Pet. 5:13)
While he went on Paul’s 1st missionary journey, Mark left them and returned home to
Jerusalem (Acts 13:5, 13)
This caused a dissension between Paul and Barnabas going into the 2nd missionary
journey (Acts 15:36-41)
Paul later saw his usefulness (Col. 4:10; Phile. 24; II Tim. 4:11)
Some say Mark was the one spoken of in Mark 14:51-52
Some say the book of Mark was the earliest written gospel account, earlier than
Matthew
It was likely written sometime in the late 50’s or early 60’s AD
Mark’s gospel account is about the good news (1:1)
Mark wrote his gospel to those in Rome
Mark showed the Romans what they would view as most important, the actions of Jesus
Mark emphasizes the work of Jesus more than His words, recording 19 miracles and
only 5 parables

Mark
Some evidence Mark was written to those in Rome:
He explains Jewish customs (14:12; 15:42)
Translates Aramaic (language of the common people in Palestine) expressions
(3:17; 5:41; 7:11; 10:46; 14:36; 15:22)
Quotes the OT only once
Reveals teaching on divorce & remarriage (10:12); Roman women had a right to
divorce & remarry
Translates a Greek term into Latin (12:42)
It’s possible that Mark was an interpreter for Peter
A close relationship with Peter means that Mark would have relayed Peter’s teachings
in his gospel account
Some say that Acts 10:34-43 provides a brief outline of Mark
Key Verses:
1:1
1:14-15
1:35
2:27-28
3:35
10:27
10:43-45
12:28-34
16:15-16
Outline of Mark:
Preparation for Ministry (1:1-13)
Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (1:14-9:50)
Journey to Jerusalem (10)
Ministry in Jerusalem (11-13)
Suffering and Death (14-15)
Resurrection and Appearances (16:1-13)
Great Commission (16:14-20)

Interesting Facts About Mark
AUTHOR: “John whose surname was Mark.” Acts 15:3
TIME WRITTEN: Possibly between 58-68 A.D.
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 41st Book in the Bible
• 2nd Book in the New Testament
• 2nd of 4 books of Biography
(Matthew - John)
• 25 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 16
VERSES: 578
WORDS: 17,171
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT MARK:
n The writer Mark is John Mark.
n John’s mother had a large house that was used as a
meeting place for the church in Jerusalem.
n According to Acts 12:12, Barnabas and John Mark were
cousins.
n It may be that Peter led Mark to Christ. 1 Peter 5:13 - “Mark
my son.”
n Barnabas & Saul took John Mark with them when they
returned from the Jerusalem conference in Acts 15.
• Mark proceeded with them on the 1st missionary journey.
• Mark turned back in Phyrgia in Pamphylia, and returned to
Jerusalem.
n When Barnabas wanted to take Mark with them on the 2nd
missionary journey, Paul refused. The disagreement
led to:
• Barnabas taking Mark and traveling to Cyprus.
• Paul taking Silas and traveling through Syria and Cilicia.
n Eventually matters worked out between Paul and John Mark
as is evidenced by:
• Approximately 12 years later Paul wrote that Mark was
with him during his first Roman imprisonment.

• Near the end of his life, Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 4:11 “Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to
me for ministry.”
n Of the four books of biography (Matthew, Mark, Luke, &
John), the Book of Mark is the shortest of the four.
n Whereas Matthew was written for a Jewish audience, it
appears that Mark was written for Roman readers.
n The Book of Mark stresses the works of Jesus rather than
the words of Jesus.
• Only four parables are given in Mark.
• 19 miracles are recorded in rapid fashion.
• The quick succession of events in Mark is indicated by
one Greek word which occurs 41 times in the book
and is translated by seven different words:
- “Immediately”
- As soon as”
- “Anon”
- “Shortly”
- “Forthwith”
- Straightway”
- “By and by”
n Mark records the effects of amazement, fear and awe that
the miracles of Christ had upon the people.
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Knowing God’s Word
Luke
Luke is the 3rd book of our New Testament and the 3rd of the 4 Gospels
Luke is the author of this gospel account that bears his name
He is also the author of the book of Acts (both addressed to Theophilus)
Luke was likely a companion of Paul’s as we see from the “we” passages of Acts as
well as other references (ex. Col. 4:14; II Tim. 4:11)
We also see that Luke was a physician (Col. 4:14)
He was likely a Gentile (Greek) from the city of Troas, since that is where the “we”
sections of Acts begins from
Being Greek, Luke would write his gospel in Greek
It’s difficult to pinpoint a date of the writing of this book
It was likely written just after Mark’s account, so perhaps sometime in the 60’s A.D.
If this is right, it would put Luke’s account 3rd in the order of those written
As we mentioned, Luke was a physician
We see that in his writing, as it seems to be a bit more elaborate and detailed
Luke’s account is the longest of the 4 gospel accounts (by word count)
The book seems to be written to the Gentiles (2:10, 32; 3:6)
We see that in its dedication to Theophilus, who was a Gentile
So we see the beauty and uniqueness of the writing of Luke’s gospel account
Certain stories are found only in Luke:
Good Samaritan (10:25-37)
The Rich Fool (12:13-21)
The Prodigal Son (15:11-32)
The Rich Man & Lazarus (16:19-31)
The Pharisee & The Publican (18:9-14)

Luke
Key Verses:
1:1-4
1:31-33
2:52
4:18-19
6:38
6:46
9:23
11:1
18:1
19:10
23:40-43
24:46-47
Outline of Luke:
Introduction (1:1-4)
Childhood of Jesus & John the Baptist (1:5-2:52)
Preparation of Jesus’ Ministry (3:1-4:13)
Galilean Campaign (4:14-9:6)
Retirement from Galilee (9:7-50)
Later Judean and Peraean Ministry (9:51-19:28)
Close of Public Ministry in Jerusalem (19:29-21:37)
Sufferings and Death of Christ (22-23)
Resurrection of Christ (24)

Interesting Facts About Luke
AUTHOR: Luke
TIME WRITTEN: Prior to 70 A.D.
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 42nd Book in the Bible
• 3rd Book in the New Testament
• 3rd of 4 books of Biography
(Matthew - John)
• 24 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 24
VERSES: 1,151
WORDS: 24,944
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT LUKE:
n Luke was a physician.
n Luke was not one of the 12 apostles.
n The Greek name “Luke” appears only three times in the
New Testament.
• Colossians 4:14
• 2 Timothy 4:1
• Philemon 24
n Luke was either a Hellenistic Jew or a Gentile.
• It is more likely that he was a gentile.
• In Colossians 4:10-14, Paul lists three fellow workers who
are “of the circumcision” (Jews) (vs. 10-11) and then
includes Luke’s name with two Gentiles (vs, 12-14).
n According to tradition:
• Luke remained unmarried.
• Luke died at the age of 84.
n Luke gives the most complete account of Christ’s:
• Ancestry
• Birth
• Development

n The Book of Luke is the longest of the four books of
Biography.
n Luke’s emphasis on chronological and historical accuracy
makes it more comprehensive than Matthew, Mark,
or John,
n Luke traces Jesus’ ancestry all the way back to Adam.
n The first thirty years of Jesus’ life is summed up in one
verse, Luke 2:52 - “And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and man.”
n Key words in the Book of Luke:
• “Son of Man” - 23 times
• “Son of God” - 7 times
• “Kingdom of God” - 32 times.
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Knowing God’s Word
John
John is the 4th book of our New Testament and the 4th of the 4 Gospels
John is the author of this gospel account that bears his name
He is also the author of the books of I, II, III John and Revelation
John was an apostle of Jesus and referred to himself, not by name, but “the disciple
whom Jesus loved” (21:20)
John’s gospel account was written sometime late in the 1st century, likely in the 90’s AD
John was exiled on the island of Patmos, according to Revelation
He was likely the last surviving apostle at that time
He was the brother of James and the son of Zebedee and Salome
He and his brother James were called “Sons of Thunder” by Jesus Himself (Mk. 3:17)
His brother James was killed by Herod in Acts 12:1-2
We mentioned that Matthew was written to the Jews, Mark to the Romans and Luke to
the Greeks
John wrote his account late in the first century to all Christians
It was written to refute false teachers and Gnostics as well
The theme for the book of John seems to come from 20:30-31
John writes so that those who read would believe that Jesus was the Son of God
John’s focus seems to be on the deity of Jesus Christ

John
Key Verses:
1:1-3
1:14
3:3, 5
3:16
4:23-24
4:35
8:32
10:10
12:48
13:35
14:6
20:30-31
Outline of John:
The Word of God (1)
Jesus’ Public Ministry (2-12)
Jesus’ Private Ministry (13-17)
Death and Resurrection (18-20)
Appearance By the Sea (21)

Interesting Facts About John
MEANING: “Yahweh Has Been Gracious.”
AUTHOR: John
TIME WRITTEN: Between 60-90 A.D.
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 43rd Book in the Bible
• 4th Book in the New Testament
• 4th and last of 4 books of
Biography (Matthew - John)
• 23 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 21
VERSES: 879
WORDS: 19,099
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT JOHN:
n In Mark 3:17, Jesus nicknamed John and his brother James,
“Sons of Thunder.”
n John was the son of Zebedee and Salome.
n It appears that John was a disciple of John the Baptist until
he was called to follow Jesus at the outset of the Lord’s
ministry. 1:19-61
n John is mentioned three times in the Book of Acts, and each
time it is association with Peter. Acts 3:1; 4:13; 8:14
n According to Revelation 1:9, John was exiled to the Island of
Patmos by the Romans.
n John is identified as the dsiciple “whom Jesus loved.”
n Tradition says that John later lived in Ephesus.
n John was second only to Paul in the number of New
Testament books written. John authored five of the
New Testament:
• John
• 1 John
• 2 John
• 3 John
• Revelation

n John was probably the last surviving apostle.
n John’s purpose in writing is stated in John 20:31 - “. . .
That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that believing you may have life in
His name.”
n Concerning the first four books of the New Testament:
• Matthew wrote for a Jewish audience.
• Mark wrote for a Roman audience.
• Luke wrote for a Greek audience.
• John wrote for everybody.
n John focuses on the meanings of the Lord’s actions rather
than the actions themselves.
n The Book of John is topical rather than being so much
chronological.
n The deity of Christ can be seen in the seven “I am”
statements of Christ.
• John 6:35, 48 - “I am the bread of life.”
• John 812; 9:5 - “I am the light of the world.”
• John 10:7, 9 - “I am the door.”
• John 10:11, 14 - “I am the good shepherd.”
• John 11:25 - I am the resurrection and the life.”
• John 14:6 - “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
• John 15:1- - “I am the vine.”
n In the Book of John, Christ refers to “the Father” more
than 100 times.
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Knowing God’s Word
Acts
Acts is the 5th book of our New Testament and stands alone in the divisions of the NT
as the sole book of history
Luke is the author of the book of Acts (see outline of Luke)
Both Luke and Acts were written to Theophilus
Acts is a continuation of the gospel of Luke (flows well since Luke authored both)
Luke was a companion of Paul on his missionary journeys (“we” sections – 16:10-17;
20:6-16; 21; 27; 28)
We also read of Luke in Colossians 4:14, II Timothy 4:11 and Philemon 24
Luke was a physician who Paul likely used due to infirmities (II Cor. 11:23-28; 12:7-10)
Most manuscripts title the book “Acts” or “Doings” or “Acts of the Apostles”
The book focuses mostly on the apostles Peter and Paul, mentioning only John (3
times) and James (death) otherwise
More space is dedicated to Stephen, Philip, Timothy and Silas than the other apostles
Acts was probably written around 63 or 64 AD
This date seems pretty accurate based upon the events of the book itself
It seems to be written following Paul’s imprisonment in Rome and before the destruction
of Jerusalem in AD 70
The book of Acts outlines the birth and growth of the early church through the spreading
of the gospel by the apostles and early church leaders
It asks and answers the question “What must I do to be saved?”
It gives us the history of the first 30 years of the church
It is a book of conversions, such as:
3,000 on Pentecost (2:41)
Ethiopian Eunuch (8:35)
Paul (9:1-18; 22:3-16; 26:12-21)

Acts
Cornelius (10:47)
Lydia (16:15)
Jailor (16:33)
Shows the work of the Holy Spirit following the resurrection of Christ
Shows the great persecution that the early church was under
It shows the fulfillment of prophecies concerning the church and what Jesus taught and
predicted
It also serves as the background for other books of the NT such as:
Philippi (16)
Thessalonica (17)
Corinth (18)
Ephesus (19)
Key Verses:
1:8
2:36-38, 41-42, 47
3:19
4:12
5:29, 38-39
8:35-39
10:34-35
11:26
17:11, 30-31
20:7, 27-31, 35
22:16
24:25
26:28

Acts
Outline of Acts:
The Work of Peter & Others (1-12)
Intro; Ascension of Christ; Descent of Holy Spirit (1:1-2:13)
Church at Jerusalem (2:14-6:7)
Gospel Preached in Judea & Samaria (6:8-8:25)
Conversion of Eunuch, Saul & Cornelius (8:26-12:25)
The Work of Paul & Others (13-28)
Paul’s First Missionary Journey (13:1-14:28)
Dispute Over Circumcision (15:1-35)
Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (15:36-18:22)
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (18:23-21:16)
Paul at Jerusalem (21:17-23:35)
Paul at Caesarea (24:1-26:32)
Paul’s Voyage to Rome (27:1-28:10)
Paul in Rome (28:11-31)

Interesting Facts About Acts
AUTHOR: Luke
TIME WRITTEN: Completed prior to Paul’s trial in 62 A.D.
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 44th Book in the Bible
• 5th Book in the New Testament
• 1st and only book of History in
the New Testament
• 22 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 28
VERSES: 1,007
WORDS: 24,250
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT ACTS:
n The last recorded words of Jesus prior to His ascension back
to Heaven are recorded in the Book of Acts.
• Acts 1:8 - “You shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
• The Book of Acts is the record of that commission being carried
out.
n Acts 1:8 is the Book of Acts in miniature:
• Acts 1:1 - 8:4 - Jerusalem.
• Acts 8:5 - 12:25 - Judea and Samaria.
• Acts 13-28 - To the end of the earth. “Uttermost parts of the
earth.” (KJV)
n The Book of Acts is the historical link between the
biographical records of Matthew. Mark, Luke, and John
and the Epistles.
n Acts is an extremely important book in that it shows what the
death of Jesus accomplished.
• The means of forgiveness by reaching the blood of Christ
through baptism (immersion).
• Obedient believers being added to the family of God - the
church.
n The establishment of the Lord’s church in Acts 2

n The Book of Acts:
• Begins with the year of Christ’s death (30 A.D.)
• Ends following the two years of Paul’s imprisonment at
Rome in about 62 A.D.
• Covers the first 30 to 35 years of the history of the church.
• Is the only book in the Bible that asks the question,
“What must I do to be saved?” and then provides the answer.
n The Book of Acts records ten case examples of conversion:
• About 3,000 on the Day of Pentecost. 2:37-41
• The Samaritans. Acts 8:12
• Simon the Sorcerer. Acts 8:13
• The Ethiopian Eunuch. Acts 8:26-40
• Saul (Paul). Acts 9:3-18
• Cornelius and his household. Acts 10:34-48
• Lydia and her household. Acts 16:11-15
• The Philippian Jailor and his family. Acts 16:25-34
• The Corinthians. Acts 13:8
• The 12 men at Ephesus/ Acts 18:8
n Through the first 12 chapters the major character is Peter.
Through the final 16 chapters the major character is Paul.
n Acts records the three missionary journeys of Paul.
• 1st Missionary Journey: Acts 13:1 - 14:28
- Lasted 2 years
- Traveled some 1, 235 miles
• 2nd Missionary Journey: Acts 15:36 - 18:23
- Lasted 3 years
- Traveled some 2,703+ miles
• 3rd Missionary Journey: Acts 18:23 - 21:16
- Lasted 4 years
- Traveled some 2,515 miles
n History is “His-Story.”
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Knowing God’s Word
Romans
Romans is the 6th book in the New Testament and is the first of the Pauline Epistles
(Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of Romans (1:1)
It seems that Paul is writing this letter while in Corinth
We see this in the greetings of Gaius (16:23; I Cor. 1:14), Erastus (16:23; II Tim. 4:20)
and Phoebe (16:1-2, from a suburb of Corinth)
Paul wrote this letter while on his 3rd missionary journey (15:25-26; Acts 20:1-3, 16;
24:17)
This would put the date of writing sometime around 57-58 AD
Most believe this would make it Paul’s 6th epistle in order of writing
If it was his 6th letter, then why would it be listed 1st in order of our NT?
Many believe it is based upon the importance of the book
Not only is its content important, but it was written to those living in Rome, the center of
the Roman Empire and known world
We do not know much about the start of the church in Rome, but there are a couple of
ideas
Some say visitors to Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10) were part of the
3,000 and carried the gospel back
Others say it was from the dispersed following Stephen’s death (Acts 8:1-4)
Aquila and Priscilla seem to be the first Christians we read about from Rome (Acts
18:1-2)
Seems they were in Corinth due to Claudius expelling all Jews from Rome
They finally appear to be back in Rome in Romans 16:3-5
Paul writes and says he had been meaning to come to Rome to preach the gospel
From there his desire was to go onto Spain (15:22-24)
He still intended to go (15:28-29) but needed to combat some false ideas

Romans
Paul sets forth the superiority of the gospel and it’s power to save all
He mentions often the ideas of righteousness, justification, election and sanctification
(almost 50 x’s)
Paul speaks to both the Gentiles and the Jews in this epistle
Paul begins chapter 1 by condemning the sins that so many Gentiles were a part of
He then turns and tells the Jews in chapter 2 that they too are guilty as well
Then in chapter 3 he concludes by saying that we have all sinned and fall short of God’s
glory (3:23)
Notice how Paul uses his wisdom to appeal to differing groups
To the Greek, Paul contrasts the wisdom of God with the wisdom of men
To the Romans, he shows them that the gospel is the power of God to bring salvation to
all nations
Key Verses:
1:16-17
3:23, 27-28
5:1, 6-11
6:3-7, 23
8:1
8:26-28, 31-39
10:9-10, 17
12
13:1, 7
14:7, 11-12, 23
15:4
16:16, 17

Romans
Outline of Romans:
Introduction (1:1-17)
Justification By Faith (1:18-11:36)
Sin: The “Need” for Salvation
The Need of the Gentiles (1:18-2:16)
The Need of the Jews (2:17-3:8)
The Universal Need for Salvation (3:9-20)
Justification by Faith: The “Provision” Made for Salvation
God’s Righteousness through Faith (3:21-31)
Abraham as an Example (4)
Freedom: The “Result” of Salvation
Freedom from Wrath (5)
Freedom from Sin (6)
Freedom from the Law (7)
Freedom from Death (8)
Jew and Gentile: The “Scope” of Salvation
God Chooses to Save Believers (9)
Israel Chose to Trust in Their Own Righteousness (10)
Jew and Gentile Can Have Salvation Through Faith (11)
The Transformed Life (12:1-15:13)
In Relation to Conduct (12)
In Relation to Civil Authority (13:1-7)
In Relation to Fellow Man (13:8-14)
In Relation to Weak Brethren (14:1-15:13)
Concluding Remarks, Instructions, & Benediction (15:14-16:27)

Interesting Facts About Romans
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN: 57 A.D. from Corinth in Greece
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 45th Book in the Bible
• 6th Book in the New Testament
• 1st of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 6th of Paul’s 13 books
• 21 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 16
VERSES: 433
WORDS: 9,447
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT ROMANS:
n Some have called Romans Paul’s greatest work.
n Romans has been called “The Gospel according to Paul.”
n The Book of Romans explores the great significance of
Christ’s sacrificial death.
n In Romans 16, Paul greets by name some 26 or 27 people in
a congregation he has never visited.
n Romans was written near the end of Paul’s 3rd Missionary
Journey.
n People fro Rome were present in Jerusalem on the Day of
Pentecost when the church began. Acts 2:10
n Tactius, a historian, referred to the Christians who were
persecuted under Nero in 64 A.D. as “an immense
multitude.”
n Each of the following words appear at least sixty times each
in the Book of Romans:
• Righteousness
• All
• Faith
• Sin
• Law
n Background of Rome:
• Rome was founded in 753 B.C.

• It was the capital of the Romans Empire during the 1st
century.
• Rome contained many magnificent buildings.
• It is believed that during Paul’s life that the population of
Rome was estimated to be between three to four million
people.
n What others have said about the Book of Romans
• Samuel Taylor Coleridge (a poet) - regarded Romans as the
most profound book in existence.”
• Godet (a commentator) - called Romans “the cathedral of
the Christian faith.”
• Meyer - referred to Romans as “the greatest and richest of
all apostolic works.”
• Martin Luther - “This epistle is the chief part of the New
Testament and the very purest gospel . . . it can never
be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt
with, the more precious it becomes, and the better it
tastes.”
n Four great doctrines in Romans:
• Righteousness - The quality of being right or just with God.
• Justification - God pronounces those righteous whose sins
have been forgiven.
• Election - God has predetermined a means of salvation.
• Sanctification - Set apart from evil ways.

“And we know that all things work together for
good to those who love God and who are the
called according to His purpose.”
Romans 8:28
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Knowing God’s Word
I Corinthians
First Corinthians is the 7th book in the New Testament and is the 2nd of the Pauline
Epistles (Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of I Corinthians (1:1; 16:21)
The indication is that Paul was in Ephesus when he wrote this letter to the church in
Corinth (16:8)
Paul, at this time, had spent about 3 years in Ephesus (Acts 19; 20:31)
Paul wrote this letter while on his 3rd missionary journey, right before Pentecost
This would put the date of writing sometime around 57 AD
Most believe this would make it Paul’s 4th epistle in order of writing
Paul was one who was instrumental in starting the church in Corinth (Acts 18:1-18)
Paul said he had begotten them through the gospel (4:15)
So we understand Paul’s great love and concern for a church that he had much to do
with the beginnings of
Some history of Corinth will give us insight into this epistle
Corinth was completely destroyed by the Romans in 146 BC
In 46 BC, Julius Caesar rebuilt the city and it soon flourished and grew, but along with
this came great wickedness
The city was a place where many false gods and idols were worshipped
It was a great center of paganism, which makes it amazing that there were those there
willing to follow Christ
Many problems for Christians centered around idol worship and the sexuality that
accompanied it
Paul writes this letter to Corinth out of necessity
This was a church that had many problems that Paul had heard about and needed to
address (1:11)
They had also apparently written a letter to Paul and asked some questions (7:1)

I Corinthians
Paul addressed the problems of:
Division
Incest
Lawsuits
Marriage
Abuse of the Lord’s Supper
Denial of the Resurrection
So we could really see that the church at Corinth was a church that had problems
Remember also what many of them had come out of to follow Christ (6:9-11)
Paul is doing his best to correct these problems and to teach them how they should act
and believe
Key Verses:
1:10
1:25
2:2, 13
3:6
5:6
6:9-11, 19-20
9:16, 19-23
10:11-13
11:23-26
12:13
13
14:15, 33, 40
15:1-4
15:58
16:1-2
16:13-14

I Corinthians
Outline of I Corinthians:
Introduction (1:1-9)
Problems Reported by House of Chloe (1:10-6:20)
Divisions in the Church (1:10-4:21)
Sexual Immorality (5)
Lawsuits Among Brethren (6:1-11)
Moral Defilements (6:12-20)
Problems Written About (7:1-16:4)
Marriage & Celibacy (7)
Eating Meats Sacrificed to Idols (8:1-11:1)
Women’s Head Coverings (11:2-16)
The Lord’s Supper (11:17-34)
Spiritual Gifts (12:1-14:40)
Resurrection From the Dead (15)
Collection For the Saints (16:1-4)
Closing Remarks (16:5-24)

Interesting Facts About 1 Corinthians
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN: 57 A.D. from Ephesus
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 46th Book in the Bible
• 7th Book in the New Testament
• 2nd of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 3rd of Paul’s 13 books
• 20 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 16
VERSES: 437
WORDS: 9,489
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 1 CORINTHIANS:
n Paul established the church in Corinth on his second
missionary journey. Acts 18:1-17
n Two of Paul’s letters are written to the church at Corinth.
• 1 Corinthians
• 2 Corinthians
n In 1 Corinthians, Paul deals with a number of problems in
the
congregation there.
• Division
• Immorality
• Lawsuits among brethren
• Selfishness
• Abuses of the Lord’s Supper
• Spiritual gifts
• Denials of the resurrection
• Questionable practices
n Paul worked with the church in Corinth for 18 months in 51 52 A.D.
n In Corinth, Paul worked with Aquila and Priscilla as
tentmakers.
n 1 Corinthians 13 is called the “love chapter of the Bible.”

n Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians and 2 Thessalonians from
Corinth.
n The city of Corinth:
• After Corinth was destroyed by the Romans in 146 B.C.,
the city was rebuilt by Julius Caesar in 46 B.C.
• The capital of Achaia.
• Its official language was Latin.
• It common language was Greek.
• In Paul’s day the population was about 7000,000 people.
• b of the population were slaves.
• Was filled with shrines and temples.
• Temple of Aphrodite, located on top of the 1,800 foot tall
promotory called the Acrocorinthus, had some 1,000
temple prostitutes.
n To “act like a Corinthian” became a synonym for debauchery
and prostitution.

“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three;
but the greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13
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Knowing God’s Word
II Corinthians
Second Corinthians is the 8th book in the New Testament and is the 3rd of the Pauline
Epistles (Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of II Corinthians, along with Timothy (1:1)
Paul was somewhere in Macedonia (possibly Philippi) when he wrote this letter to the
church in Corinth (2:12-13; I Cor. 16:5; Acts 20:1-2)
It appears Titus, along with 2 unnamed brothers, was the messenger to the Corinthians
(8:16-24)
Paul wrote this letter while on his 3rd missionary journey, not long after the writing of the
first epistle to Corinth
This would put the date of writing sometime around the fall of 57 AD
Most believe this would make it Paul’s 5th epistle in order of writing
Paul wrote this second letter after receiving a comforting report from Titus (7:5-9)
The report had come back that they had repented of their wrongs and made the necessary
corrections
However, there were some negatives in that report as well
There were some false teachers who had come in and tried to undermine Paul
Perhaps these were Judaizing teachers who were doing their best to undo the teachings of
Paul concerning the law
Paul spent time having to defend himself against these charges
We see Paul being questioned about…
…his true apostleship
…his not having come to them already
…his weak appearance and speech
…his not collecting pay for his preaching while with them

II Corinthians
Key Verses:
1:3-4
2:15
3:2-3
4:3-6, 7-9, 16-18
5:1, 7, 17, 21
7:10
8:9
9:6-7, 15
10:3-5
11:2-3, 13-15
12:7-10
13:5
Outline of II Corinthians:
Introduction (1:1-11)
Paul Explains His Ministry of Reconciliation (1:12-7:16)
He Defends His Integrity (1:12-2:11)
The Changed Plan (1:12-22)
The Delayed Visit (1:23-2:4)
The Penitent Offender (2:5-11)
He Describes His Apostolic Ministry (2:12-6:10)
Triumphant (2:12-17)
Accredited (3:1-3)
Glorious (3:4-18)
Honest (4:1-6)
Suffering (4:7-18)
Hopeful (5:1-10)
Devoted (5:11-17)
Reconciling (5:18-21)
Approved (6:1-10)
He Makes His Appeal To Them (6:11-7:16)
To Open Their Hearts (6:11-13)

II Corinthians
To Be Separate From the World (6:14-7:1)
The Comfort & Confidence They Have Given Him (7:2-16)
The Collection For the Saints in Jerusalem (8-9)
The Example of Macedonia (8:1-5)
The Basis For His Exhortation (8:6-15)
The Messengers For This Ministry (8:16-9:5)
The Encouragement to Give Liberally (9:6-15)
Paul Defends His Apostolic Authority (10:1-13:10)
Explanation Concerning His Conduct (10)
He Uses Weapons Mighty in God (10:1-11)
Contrast Between Him & His Opponents (10:7-18)
Some Foolish Boasting (11:1-12:13)
The Necessity For His Boasting (11:1-21)
The Grounds For His Boasting (11:22-12:10)
His Rebuke For Compelling Him to Boast (12:11-13)
His Final Warnings (12:14-13:10)
Motivated by Love, He Seeks Their Edification (12:14-19)
His Fear of What He Will Find (12:20-21)
His Coming Will Be in Judgment if Necessary (13:1-6)
Hope to Avoid Sharp Words by Writing in Advance (13:7-10)
Closing Remarks (13:11-14)

Interesting Facts About 2 Corinthians
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN: 57 A.D. from Ephesus
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 47th Book in the Bible
• 8th Book in the New Testament
• 3rd of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 4th of Paul’s 13 books
• 19 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 13
VERSES: 257
WORDS: 6,092
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 2 CORINTHIANS:
n Paul established the church in Corinth on his second
missionary journey.
n Two of Paul’s letters are written to the church at Corinth.
• 1 Corinthians
• 2 Corinthians
n After 1 Corinthians had been received the church in Corinth,
false teachers had entered in and stirred the people up
against Paul. They claimed he was:
• Fickle
• Proud
• Unimpressive in appearance
• Unqualified as an apostle of Jesus Christ
n Paul penned 2 Corinthians in order to:
• Express his thanksgiving for the repentant attitude that
resulted from their having received 1 Corinthians.
• To appeal to the rebellious members among them to
accept his authority as an apostle of Jesus Christ.
n Titus and another brother carried 2 Corinthians to the church
at Corinth.

n When Paul made his third trip to Corinth, he wrote the Roman
letter to the brethren in Rome.
n 2 Corinthians 8-9 is the longest discussion of the principles
and practice of giving found in the New Testament.
n The city of Corinth:
• After Corinth was destroyed by the Romans in 146 B.C.,
the city was rebuilt by Julius Caesar in 46 B.C.
• The capital of Achaia.
• Its official language was Latin.
• It common language was Greek.
• In Paul’s day the population was about 7000,000 people.
• b of the population were slaves.
• Was filled with shrines and temples.
• Temple of Aphrodite, located on top of the 1,800 foot tall
promotory called the Acrocorinthus, had some 1,000
temple prostitutes.
n To “act like a Corinthian” became a synonym for debauchery
and prostitution.

“You are our epistle written in our hearts,
known and read by all men.”
2 Corinthians 3:2
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Knowing God’s Word
Galatians
Galatians is the 9th book in the New Testament and is the 4th of the Pauline Epistles
(Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of Galatians (1:1; 5:2)
There is much debate about when and where this book may have been written
There are 2 theories, one is called the North Galatian theory and the other is called the
South Galatian theory
The North Galatian theory states that Paul was referring to northern Galatia (population
– Gauls)
This theory would place the time of writing somewhere around 55-58 AD
This would put Paul writing this around the time of writing the letters to Corinth
The South Galatian theory states that Paul was referring to southern Galatia (political)
This theory would place the time of writing somewhere around 50 AD
This would make Galatians the first letter Paul wrote
The South Galatian theory seems to be the most credible
This would take Acts 15 into account when looking at what Paul wrote in Galatians 2
Whatever you believe, it shouldn’t make a difference on the content of the book
Galatians seems to center on 2 things:
It centers on Paul’s defense of his apostleship and his apostolic authority
(Judaizing teachers)
The greater concentration was upon the teaching that Gentiles must be
circumcised to be true Christians
The consequence to this belief is that it would necessitate an observance of all the law
(5:3)
Apparently the churches there were falling for this teaching and in danger of being
swept away
So Paul writes to combat this false teaching

Galatians
The theme then becomes one of justification by faith, not by the works of the law
It can be summed up as the Law of Moses vs. the Law of Christ
Paul taught freedom from the burdens of the Law of Moses
Key Verses:
1:6-9
2:16
2:20
3:16-18, 23-25
3:26-28
4:4-5
5:1
5:6
5:22-24
6:1-2
6:7-8
6:9-10
Outline of Galatians:
Paul’s Message of the Gospel (1:1-10)
Paul Defends Justification by Faith (1:11-2:21)
Paul Explains Justification by Faith (3-4)
Paul Explains Applying Justification by Faith (5-6)

Interesting Facts About Galatians
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN:

If 53-56 then from Ephesus
If A.D. 56 then from Macedonia
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 48th Book in the Bible
• 9th Book in the New Testament
• 4th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 5th of Paul’s 13 books
• 18 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 6
VERSES: 149
WORDS: 3,098
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT GALATIANS:
n The Book of Galatians has been called”
• The Magna Carta of Christian liberty.”
• The Christian’s Declaration of Independence.”
n It is believed that Paul wrote Galatians with his won hand
rather than having dictated it to a secretary. 5:2; 6:11
n Paul wrote the Galatian letter in response to a report that the
Galatian congregations were being taken over by the
false teaching of some Judiazing teachers who
professed Jesus, but at the same time sought to place
Gentile converts under the requirements of the Mosaic
Law.
n The term “Galatia” was used in two senses:
• Ethnographic - Referred to the central part of Asia Minor.
• Political (or provincial) - Referred to including territory to
the south that was not originally considered a part of
Galatia (Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, etc.)
n Paul had to correct Peter in a matter at Antioch in Syria.
2:11-12

n In the Book of galatians, Paul shows the superiority of
Christianity over the Law of Moses.
n Words frequently used in the Book of Galatians:
• The law” - 31 times
• “Flesh” - 18 times
• “Spirit” - 15 times
• “Faith” - 21 times
• ‘The promise” - 10 times
• “Bondage” (and related words) - 11 times
• “The Cross.” - 6 times
n In Christ we now have:
• Freedom from sin.
• Freedom from the Law of Moses.
• Freedom from the doctrines of men.

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for me.”
Galatians 2:20
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Knowing God’s Word
Ephesians
Ephesians is the 10th book in the New Testament and is the 5th of the Pauline Epistles
(Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of Ephesians (1:1; 3:1)
Paul wrote this letter as one of his four “Prison Epistles” when he was imprisoned in
Rome
This would place it at a later date, putting it at around 61-63 AD
Ephesus was the capital of the Roman province in Asia
It was famous for it’s trade, art and science, but most famous for the temple of Diana
(Artemis)
It was known as one of the 7 Wonders of the Ancient World
The book of Acts reveals some information surrounding Paul’s visits to Ephesus
His first visit happened on his 2nd missionary journey (Acts 18:18-19)
He did not stay long on his first visit, but vowed to come back again
Paul returned on his 3rd missionary journey and stayed for about 3 years (Acts 19; 20:31)
The letter seems to be written more to all the churches in that region than to one
particular church
It was not written to address specific problems in a church
Also, no specific greetings are mentioned in the letter
The letter was written to remind them of the great blessings of the Christian as well as the
duties they had to continue a walk in Christ
The letter is divided into 2 parts: the blessings (1-3) and the duties (4-6)

Ephesians
7 Ones of Ephesians 4:4-6:
One Body
One Spirit
One Hope
One Lord
One Faith
One Baptism
One God
Key Verses:
1:3, 7
1:22-23
2:8-10
2:11-13
2:19-21
3:8-12
3:20
4:1, 4-6
4:15
4:25-32
5:1-2
5:11
5:15-17
5:19
5:22-23, 25-27
6:1-4
6:10-17

Ephesians
Outline of Ephesians:
Introduction (1:1-2)
Doctrine: Our Riches in Christ (1:3-3:21)
Our Spiritual Possessions in Christ (1:3-14)
From the Father (1:4-6)
From the Son (1:7-12)
From the Spirit (1:13-14)
First Prayer: For Enlightenment (1:15-23)
Our Spiritual Position in Christ (2:1-22)
Raised and Seated on the Throne (2:1-10)
Reconciled and Set into the Temple (2:11-22)
Second Prayer: for Enablement (3)
Duty: Our Responsibilities in Christ (4:1-6:20)
A Call to Walk in Unity (4:1-16)
Preserving the Unity of the Spirit w/Proper Attitudes (4:1-7)
Edifying the Body of Christ by the Grace Given Us (4:8-16)
A Call to Walk in Purity (4:17-5:21)
Walk Not as Other Gentiles (4:17-32)
Walk in Love (5:1-6)
Walk as Children of Light (5:7-14)
Walk as Wise (5:15-21)
A Call to Walk in Harmony (5:22-6:9)
Husbands and Wives (5:22-33)
Parents and Children (6:1-4)
Masters and Servants (6:5-9)
A Call to Walk in Victory (6:10-20)
Standing Strong in the Power of the Lord (6:10-13)
Equipped with the Whole Armor of God (6:14-20)
Conclusion (6:21-24)

Interesting Facts About Ephesians
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN:

In A.D. 60-61 from Rome during 1st Roman
imprisonment
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 49th Book in the Bible
• 10th Book in the New Testament
• 5th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 9th of Paul’s 13 books
• 17 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 6
VERSES: 155
WORDS: 3,039
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT EPHESIANS:
n The Book of Ephesians is one of four “Prison Epistles,” so
titled because they were written by the apostle while he
was a Roman prisoner in Rome at the time they were
written. The four “Prison Epistles are:
• Ephesians
• Colossians
• Philippians
• Philemon
n Paul remained in Ephesus for nearly three years on his 3rd
missionary journey. Acts 18:23 - 19:41
n “In Christ” is an expression that Paul uses some 200 times
in his epistles. It is found 30 times in Ephesians.
n What others have said about the Book of Ephesians:
• Martin Luther - The sublimest composition of man.”
• Alford - “The greatest and most heavenly work of one
whose very imagination is peopled with things in
heaven.”
• Farrar - “The epistle of the Ascension, the most sublime,
the most profound and the most advanced and final
utterance of that mystery of the gospel which was given
to Paul for the first time to proclaim in all its fullness to
the Gentile world.”

n The city of Ephesus:
• Was the commercial center of Asia Minor.
• Famous for the temple of Diana (Roman name) or Artemis
(Greek name), considered to be one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world. Acts 19:35
n The Seven Ones of Ephesians 4:4-6:
• One BODY (Church)
• One SPIRIT (Holy Spirit)
• One HOPE
• One LORD (Jesus Christ)
• One FAITH
• One BAPTISM (Immersion)
• One GOD (Jehovah)
n Blessings for Christians:
• Adoption
• The seal of the Holy Spirit
• Acceptance
• Life
• Redemption
• Grace
• Forgiveness
• Citizenship
• Wisdom
• Every spiritual blessing
• Inheritance

“Husbands love your wives, just as Christ also
loved the church and gave Himself for it.”
Ephesians 5:25
Barnes’ Bible Charts

Knowing God’s Word
Philippians
Philippians is the 11th book in the New Testament and is the 6th of the Pauline Epistles
(Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of Philippians (1:1)
Paul wrote this letter as one of his four “Prison Epistles” when he was imprisoned in
Rome
This would place it at a later date, putting it at around 61-63 AD
Philippi was a city in Macedonia named after Philip of Macedonia (father of Alexander
the Great)
It was on the road from Rome to Asia known as the Egnatian Way
It was most famous in Roman history as the battle site in 42 BC where Antony &
Octavius defeated Brutus & Cassius
Philippi was also a seaport town, much like Ephesus
It was the first place in Europe to hear the gospel message preached
Paul first came to Philippi on his 2nd missionary journey, following the “Macedonia Call”
(Acts 16:6-12)
We see those such as Lydia (Acts 16:13-15) and the Philippian jailer (Acts 16:25-34)
who were converted on this trip
It appears this church later supported Paul (II Cor. 11:9; Phil. 4:15-16)
Paul returned to them again on his 3rd missionary journey (Acts 20:3, 6)
Paul addresses several things in this book:
Thank them for their gift (4:10, 18)
Comfort them concerning his situation (1:12-14)
His plans to send Timothy (2:19-24)
His sending Epaphroditus (2:25-30)
Problem between Euodia & Syntyche (4:2-3)
One of the obvious themes of this epistle is simply “joy”

Philippians
The word “joy”, “rejoice” or “glad” is found 16 times (NKJV)
One of the main verses in Philippians is 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will
say, rejoice!”
Key Verses:
1:3-6
1:12-14
1:21
2:5
2:12-13
3:12-14
3:20-21
4:4
4:6-7
4:8
4:11-13
4:19
Outline of Philippians:
Christ is our LIFE (1)
Christ is our EXAMPLE (2)
Christ is our GOAL (3)
Christ is our SOURCE OF JOY (4)

Interesting Facts About Philippians
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN:

In A.D. 60-61 from Rome during 1st Roman
imprisonment
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 50th Book in the Bible
• 11th Book in the New Testament
• 6th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 10th of Paul’s 13 books
• 16 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 4
VERSES: 104
WORDS: 2,002
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT PHILIPPIANS:
n Philippians is the most unusual letter Paul wrote. Instead of
writing to correct doctrinal matters, he writes a “thank
you” letter to the church at Philippi that had been so
generous in supporting him over the years.
n Paul, Timothy, Luke, and Silas first came to Philippi in A.D.
51, eleven years before he wrote the Book of
Philippians.
n The words “joy,” and “rejoice” occur some 16 times in the
Book of Philippians.
n Epaphroditus carried the Philippian letter from Rome back to
Philippi.
n Paul’s “Macedonian Call” in Troas during his 2nd missionary
journey led him to his work in Philippi.
n The Book of Ephesians is one of four “Prison Epistles,” so
titled because they were written by the apostle while he
was a Roman prisoner in Rome at the time they were
written. The four “Prison Epistles are:
• Ephesians
• Colossians
• Philippians
• Philemon

n Macedonia was in northern Greece.
n The first converts on the continent of Europe were Lydia and
her household.
n The church at Philippi was the first congregation Paul
established on the continent of Europe.
n Paul visited Philippi again on his 3rd missionary journey.
n The city of Philippi:
• In 356 B.C. King Philippi of Macedonia (father of Alexander
the Great) took the city and renamed it Philippi.
• The Romans captured it in 168 B.C.
• Octavian turned Philippi into:
- A Roman colony.
- A military outpost.
n Philippians has four chapters, and each chapter has a major
theme, and each theme has a specific text.
• Chapter 1 - Christ is our LIFE. 1:21
• Chapter 2 - Christ is our EXAMPLE. 2:5
• Chapter 3 - Christ is our HOPE. 3:7
• Chapter 4 - Christ is our STRENGTH AND SOURCE OF
SUPPLY. 4:13

“I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13
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Knowing God’s Word
Colossians
Colossians is the 12th book in the New Testament and is the 7th of the Pauline Epistles
(Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of Colossians, joined by Timothy (1:1; 4:18)
Paul wrote this letter as one of his four “Prison Epistles” when he was imprisoned in
Rome
This would place it at a later date, putting it at around 61-63 AD
Colossae was a city in Asia Minor, about 100 miles east of Ephesus
Along with Hierapolis (4:13) and Laodicea (2:1; 4:13-16), Colossae made up a tri-city
area
The city used to be a main route going North-South and East-West, but the route was
changed through Laodicea
It seems from Paul’s comments in 2:1 that he had never been to Colossae
Paul had certainly been to the area, having been in Ephesus for 3 years
Perhaps it was Paul’s influence in that area that helped the gospel to reach Colossae and
cause the church to begin
Paul sent Tychicus and Onesimus to bring this letter to the Colossians (1:2; 4:7-8)
There was also a letter sent to Philemon, who lived in this same city (see Philemon)
Paul wanted the letter also read in Laodicea (4:16)
Paul addressed some false teachings in Colossians:
Philosophies of men (2:8)
Judaistic ceremonialism; circumcision, food, special days (2:11,16-17)
Angel worship (2:18)
Asceticism (2:20-23)
Paul writes to combat these false teachings that could pull some of them away
He speaks to them about the all-sufficiency of Christ
This is why the theme verse can be pointed to as being 2:9-10

Colossians
Key Verses:
1:9-10
1:15-17
1:19-20
2:9-10
2:11-14
3:2-5
3:8-10
3:12-14
3:16-17, 23
4:5-6
Outline of Colossians:
Greetings (1:1-8)
Prayer (1:9-14)
Christ, The Preeminent One (1:15-23)
Christ, The Hope of Glory (1:24-29)
Walking in Christ (2:1-7)
Fullness in Christ (2:8-15)
Christ vs. False Religion (2:16-23)
Christ, Our Life (3:1-11)
Living Together in Christ (3:12-17)
Christ at Home & Work (3:18-4:1)
Prayer & Behavior in Ministry (4:2-6)
Final Greetings (4:7-18)

Interesting Facts About Colossians
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN:

In A.D. 60-61 from Rome during 1st Roman
imprisonment
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 51st Book in the Bible
• 12th Book in the New Testament
• 7th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 8th of Paul’s 13 books
• 15 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 4
VERSES: 95
WORDS: 1,998
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT COLOSSIANS:
n The Book of Ephesians is one of four “Prison Epistles,” so
titled because they were written by the apostle while he
was a Roman prisoner in Rome at the time they were
written. The four “Prison Epistles are:
• Ephesians
• Colossians
• Philippians
• Philemon
n The church at Colosse was established by Epaphras
n At the time of the Colossians letter, Paul had not visited
Colosse
n The Colossian letter was sent from Rome to Colosse by
Tychicus and the converted slave, Onesimus.
n While the Book of Ephesians focuses on the Body (the
Church), Colossians focuses on the Head (Christ).
n Colossians is indeed a Christ-centered book:
• Christ - 19 times
• Christ Jesus”- 3 times
• Lord - 8 times
• Lord Jesus Christ - 2 times
• He, Him, His - 30 times

• Whom - 4 times
• Firstborn - 2 times
• The head - 2 times
• The Son - 1 times
• Master - 1 time
n According to Colossians 4:16, Paul wanted the Colossian
letter read to the surrounding congregations around
Colosse.
n In the Book of Colossians, 55 Greek words are used that do
not appear in any other of Paul’s epistles.
n The city of Colosse:
• Was located about 100 miles east of Ephesus.
• Was located in the region of the Seven Churches of Asia.
• Was a populous commerce center, famous for its glossy
black wool.

“Buried with Him in baptism, in which you also
were raised with Him through faith in
the working of God, who raised Him
from the dead.”
Colossians 2:12
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Knowing God’s Word
I Thessalonians
I Thessalonians is the 13th book in the New Testament and is the 8th of the Pauline
Epistles (Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of I Thessalonians, addressed along with Silvanus &
Timothy (1:1)
The first letter to the Thessalonians is the second letter Paul wrote in order of date
The date of the writing of this book would be around 51 AD
Thessalonica was the chief city of Macedonia
It was a seaport on the northwest corner of the Aegean Sea, having a Roman highway
running through from East-West
Its name today is Thessaloniki, located in the same spot
Paul founded the church there on his second missionary journey following the
“Macedonian call”
We find the story there in Acts 17:1-9
There were many who were converted there, but also many who resisted and caused
trouble
Paul writes this letter to the church at Thessalonica out of concern for their faith (2:173:5)
He is encouraged by the report from Timothy concerning them (3:6-10)
Paul encourages them to live faithful lives and writes concerning the resurrection and
hope
Uniqueness of First Thessalonians:
Each chapter closes with note of Christ’s second coming (1:10; 2:19;
3:13; 4:16; 5:23)
5:14-22 contains 15 exhortations, similar to those in Romans 12
There are no Old Testament quotes in this letter

I Thessalonians
Key Verses:
1:3
1:6-7
1:9-10
2:4
2:10-13
3:7
3:12-13
4:3
4:9-12
4:13-18
5:2, 5-6
5:14-22
Outline of I Thessalonians:
Greeting (1:1)
Personal Thoughts (1:2-3:13)
Thanksgiving for the Church (1:2-10)
Reminders for the Church (2:1-16)
Concerns for the Church (2:17-3:13)
Practical Instructions (4:1-5:22)
On Moral Purity (4:1-5:22)
On Disciplined Living (4:9-12)
On Death and the Resurrection (4:13-18)
On Holy Living & Day of the Lord (5:1-11)
On Church Relationships (5:12-15)
Benediction (5:23-24)
Final Remarks (5:25-28)

Interesting Facts About 1 Thessalonians
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN: A.D. 51 from Corinth
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 52nd Book in the Bible
• 13th Book in the New Testament
• 8th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 1st of Paul’s 13 books
• 14 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 4
VERSES: 89
WORDS: 1,875
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 1 THESSALONIANS:
n Not only is 1 Thessalonians the first of two letters to the
church at Thessalonica, it is Paul’s first letter period.
• 2 Thessalonians would be his 2nd letter.
• Thus, Paul’s first two letters were written to Thessalonica.
n Paul established the congregation at Thessalonica during his
2nd missionary journey, and remained there for about
one month.
n After Paul’s forced separation from the Thessalonians, he
grows increasingly concerned about the progress of
their young faith.
• Upon hearing of their progress from Timothy, he writes 1
Thessalonians.
• In 1 Thessalonians, Paul:
- Commends the Thessalonian brethren for remaining
steadfast under some difficult afflictions.
- Exhorts them to excel in their Christian walk.
- Consoles them concerning Christian loved one who
have died.

n Paul encourage the Thessalonica brethren:
• To increase brotherly love
• To pray
• To rejoice
• To give thanks always
n In Paul’s salutation to the brethren at Thessalonica:
• He uses the customary Greek, “grace.”
• He uses the customary Hebrew, “peace.”
n In writing to the church at Thessalonica, Paul deals with the
subject of the 2nd coming of Christ.
• It is mentioned in 23 of the 27 New Testament books.
• Of 7,959 verses in the New Testament, at least 370 of
them refer to the 2nd coming of Christ.
• 1 Out of every 21 verses in the New Testament touches on
the subject of the Lord’s return.
n The city of Thessalonica.
• Capital of the Roman province of Macedonia.
• A prominent seaport city.
• Situated on the great northern military highway from Rome
to the east.
• Located 100 miles west of Philippi.

“Test all things; hold fast what is good.”
1 Thessalonians 5:21
Barnes’ Bible Charts

Knowing God’s Word
II Thessalonians
II Thessalonians is the 14th book in the New Testament and is the 9th of the Pauline
Epistles (Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of II Thessalonians, addressed along with Silvanus and
Timothy (1:1; 3:17)
This second letter to the Thessalonians is the third letter Paul wrote in order of date
The date of the writing of this book would be around 53 AD
Thessalonica was the chief city of Macedonia
It was a seaport on the northwest corner of the Aegean Sea, having a Roman highway
running through from East-West
It’s name today is Thessaloniki, located in the same spot
Paul founded the church there on his second missionary journey following the
“Macedonian call”
We find the story there in Acts 17:1-9
There were many who were converted there, but also many who resisted and caused
trouble
Paul writes this second letter to the church at Thessalonica based on new problems that
had arisen
They remained faithful, but were shaken or troubled about the “day of Christ” (2:1-2)
There were also some not working, so Paul addresses this as well (3)
Concerning the “day of Christ”, Paul mentions it will not happen until the man of sin (son
of perdition) is revealed
This is likely one who is either still to come or developing as the man of sin
Many have pointed to the Catholic church and the papacy as the man of sin

II Thessalonians
Key Verses:
1:7-10
2:1-2
2:15-17
3:5
3:6, 10
3:13
Outline of II Thessalonians:
Greeting (1:1-2)
Comfort For Affliction (1:3-12)
By Encouragement (1:3-4)
By Exhortation (1:5-12)
Correction of the Day of the Lord (2:1-17)
Summary of Correction (2:1-2)
Day of the Lord Yet to Come (2:3-5)
Unveiling of the Antichrist (2:6-12)
Encouragement to Stand Fast (2:13-17)
Concern For the Church (3:1-15)
Regarding Prayer (3:1-5)
Regarding Idleness (3:6-15)
Benediction (3:16-18)

Interesting Facts About 2 Thessalonians
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN: A few months after 1 Thessalonians - from
Corinth
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 53rd Book in the Bible
• 14th Book in the New Testament
• 9th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 2nd of Paul’s 13 books
• 13 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 3
VERSES: 47
WORDS: 1,042
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 2 THESSALONIANS:
n 2 Thessalonians is Paul’s 2nd letter.
n 2 Thessalonians is Paul’s shortest epistle to a congregation.
NOTE: Philemon is shorter, but it is addressed to an
individual.
n Paul uses two words in 2 Thessalonians that are not to be
found anywhere else in the New Testament.
n Paul established the congregation at Thessalonica during his
2nd missionary journey, and remained there for about a
month.
n Since 1 Thessalonians was written, some false doctrine had
been taught in Thessalonica.
• 2 Thessalonians was written to replace error with truth.
• One of his main subjects is again the proper
understanding of the Lord’s 2nd coming.
• It is mentioned in 23 of the 27 New Testament books.
• Of 7,959 verses in the New Testament, at least 370 of
them refer to the 2nd coming of Christ.
• 1 Out of every 21 verses in the New Testament touches
on the subject of the Lord’s return.

n In 2 Thessalonians, Paul also deals with the subject of
withdrawing fellowship from the disorderly. 3:6-15
n In Paul’s salutation to the brethren at Thessalonica:
• He uses the customary Greek, “grace.”
• He uses the customary Hebrew, “peace.”
n The city of Thessalonica.
• Capital of the Roman province of Macedonia.
• A prominent seaport city.
• Situated on the great northern military highway from Rome
to the east.
• Located 100 miles west of Philippi.

“But as for you, brethren, do not grow
weary in doing good.”
2 Thessalonians 3:13
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Knowing God’s Word
I Timothy
I Timothy is the 15th book in the New Testament and is the 10th of the Pauline Epistles
(Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of I Timothy (1:1-2; 13)
This epistle is not written to a congregation of people, but rather to Timothy himself
Paul had a close relationship with the young evangelist (1:2)
We first read of Timothy in Acts 16:1-3 during Paul’s second missionary journey
Although this is the first time he is mentioned by name, it is likely he was converted on
Paul’s first missionary journey
He was already a disciple and was considered Paul’s son in the faith
His mother Eunice was Jewish and his father was Greek
We see Eunice and his grandmother Lois mentioned in II Timothy 1:5
Timothy was a big part of the work and journeys that Paul took to preach the gospel and
establish congregations
Timothy was with Paul through Asia Minor to Macedonia
He helped in towns such as Philippi, Berea, Thessalonica, Athens, Ephesus and Corinth
We see this evidence through the book of Acts as well as the many epistles that Paul
wrote
Timothy is mentioned as being with Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome (Col. 1:1;
Phil. 1:1; Phile. 1:1)
Timothy himself was also imprisoned at one time (Heb. 13:23)
At the writing of I Timothy, Timothy was left in Ephesus for a certain reason
The time of the writing of this epistle to Timothy would fall somewhere between 63-67 AD
The epistles to Timothy and Titus were the last that Paul ever penned
This epistle is not written to a church, but rather to this young preacher Timothy
As Paul writes to Timothy, he leaves him in Ephesus “that you may charge some that

I Timothy
they teach no other doctrine” (1:3)
He gives Timothy instruction “so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in
the house of God” (3:15)
He also encourages Timothy to lead and grow in light of his youth (4:12-16)
Key Verses:
1:3
1:15
2:1-5
2:11-14
3:1
3:13
3:14-15
4:1
4:8
4:12-16
5:8
5:22
6:6
6:10
6:12
6:17-19

I Timothy
Outline of I Timothy:
Greeting (1:1-2)
Charge Concerning Sound Doctrine (1:3-20)
Teaching Sound Doctrine (1:3-11)
Gratitude for God’s Grace & Mercy (1:12-17)
Timothy’s Responsibility (1:18-20)
Instruction Concerning the Church (2:1-3:13)
Practice of Prayer (2:1-8)
Instructions for Women (2:9-15)
Qualifications of Elders (3:1-7)
Qualifications of Deacons (3:8-13)
Advice to Timothy (3:14-4:16)
Paul’s Purpose in Writing (3:14-16)
Spirit’s Warning of Apostasy (4:1-6)
Exercise Yourself to Godliness (4:7-16)
Instructions Concerning Members (5:1-6:19)
Maintain Proper Relationships (5:1-2)
Concerning Widows (5:3-16)
Concerning Elders (5:17-25)
Concerning Servants (6:1-2)
Concerning Teachers Motivated by Greed (6:3-10)
Concerning the Man of God (6:11-16)
Concerning the Rich (6:17-19)
Concluding Charge to Timothy (6:20-21)

Interesting Facts About 1 Timothy
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN: A.D. 62 or 63 from Macedonia
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 54th Book in the Bible
• 15th Book in the New Testament
• 10th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 11th of Paul’s 13 books
• 12 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 6
VERSES: 113
WORDS: 2,269
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 1 TIMOTHY:
n Paul’s last three epistles are often referred to the “Pastoral
Epistles.” In order of writing, they are.
• 1 Timothy
• Titus
• 2 Timothy.
n Concerning Timothy:
• He was a native of Lystra where Paul was stoned and left
for dead during his 1st missionary journey.
• His father was a Greek.
• His mother was Eunice.
• His grandmothers was Lois.
• Timothy was converted during Paul’s 1 missionary
journey.
• During Paul’s 2nd missionary journey, he revisited Lystra
and decided to take Timothy with him in the work.
• Even though the Law of Moses had ended, Timothy was
circumcised due to the work they would be doing
among the Jews.
• Timothy helped Paul in such a places as:
- Troas
- Thessalonica
- Ephesus
- Berea
- Corinth
- Rome

n According to Hebrews 13:23, there was a time when Timothy
was imprisoned.
n In 1 Timothy, Paul is writing to the younger evangelist to
strengthen him in his work and for the challenges he will
face in the future. Timothy was to:
• Appoint elders.
• Oppose and combat false doctrines.
• Be an example to others.
• Exercise his spiritual gifts.
• “Fight the good fight of faith.”
n Timothy was to be ready to deal with:
• False teaching and false teachers.
• Proper organization of the church.
- Elders
- Deacons
• Discipline
• Proclamation of the Scriptures
• Poverty
• Wealth
• The roles of various groups.
n Timothy was to:
• Refute error.
• Teach truth.

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an
example to the believers in word, in conduct, in
love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”
1 Timothy 4:12
Barnes’ Bible Charts

Knowing God’s Word
II Timothy
II Timothy is the 16th book in the New Testament and is the 11th of the Pauline Epistles
(Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of II Timothy (1:1)
This epistle is not written to a congregation of people, but rather to Timothy himself
Paul had a close relationship with the young evangelist (1:2)
We first read of Timothy in Acts 16:1-3 during Paul’s second missionary journey
Although this is the first time he is mentioned by name, it is likely he was converted on
Paul’s first missionary journey
He was already a disciple and was considered Paul’s son in the faith
His mother Eunice was Jewish and his father was Greek
We see Eunice and his grandmother Lois mentioned in II Timothy 1:5
Timothy was a big part of the work and journeys that Paul took to preach the gospel and
establish congregations
Timothy was with Paul through Asia Minor to Macedonia
He helped in towns such as Philippi, Berea, Thessalonica, Athens, Ephesus and Corinth
We see this evidence through the book of Acts as well as the many epistles that Paul
wrote
Timothy is mentioned as being with Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome (Col. 1:1;
Phil. 1:1; Phile. 1:1)
Timothy himself was also imprisoned at one time (Heb. 13:23)
At the writing of II Timothy, Timothy was still in Ephesus
The time of the writing of this epistle to Timothy would fall somewhere between 66-67 AD
The epistles to Timothy and Titus were the last that Paul ever penned
Often called the “Pastoral Epistles”, II Timothy would be Paul’s last

II Timothy
As Paul writes to Timothy a second time, he purposes to continue in his encouragement
and instruction
He also writes that Timothy would come to him in Rome, bringing Mark, a cloak, the
books and parchments (4:9-13)
Paul seems to know his time is short (4:6-8)
Key Verses:
1:5-7
1:12
1:13
2:2-3
2:15
2:22-26
3:12
3:14-17
4:2-5
4:6-8
Outline of II Timothy:
Introduction (1:1-5)
Exhortations To Steadfast Service (1:6-2:26)
With Zeal and Courage (1:6-12)
With Steadfastness and Loyalty (1:13-18)
Transmitting the Truth to Others (2:1-2)
Enduring Hardship (2:3-13)
Diligent as a Servant of the Lord (2:14-26)
Exhortations To Sound Doctrine (3:1-4:5)
In View of Perilous Times to Come (3:1-9)
Remembering Paul’s Own Example (3:10-13)
By Abiding in the Scriptures (3:14-17)
By Preaching the Word (4:1-5)
Exhortations To Come Quickly (4:6-18)
Paul’s End is Near (4:6-8)
Paul’s Circumstances and Requests (4:9-18)
Conclusion (4:19-22)

Interesting Facts About 2 Timothy
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN: During the fall of A.D. 67 from Rome
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 55th Book in the Bible
• 16th Book in the New Testament
• 11th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 13th of Paul’s 13 books
• 11 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 4
VERSES: 83
WORDS: 1,703
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 2 TIMOTHY:
n Paul’s last three epistles are often referred to the “Pastoral
Epistles.” In order of writing, they are.
• 1 Timothy
• Titus
• 2 Timothy
n Timothy’s name is found more often in the salutations of
Paul’s letter than any other. It is found it:
• 2 Corinthians
• 2 Thessalonians
• Philippians
• 1 Timothy
• Colossians
• 2 Timothy
• 1 Thessalonians
• Philemon
n 2 Timothy is Paul’s final book and is written from his prison
cell in Rome.
n It appears that Paul may have been arrested in Troas due to
the fact that there is where his personal belongings had
suddenly been left.
n Paul asks Timothy to:
• Bring him his books, and especially the parchments.
• Bring him his cloak (coat).
• To do all of this before winter sets in.
n Paul calls Timothy a “good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 2:3

n Paul calls Timothy a “good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 2:3
n Paul encourages Timothy to:
• “Stir up.” 1:6
• “Do not be ashamed.” 1:8, 12-13
• “Share with me in the sufferings.” 1:8
• “Hold fast . . . sound words.” 1:13
• “That good thing . . . keep.” 1:14
• “Be strong.” 2:1
• “Endure hardship.” 2:3
• “Be diligent to present yourself approved.” 2:5
• “Flee . . . pursue.” 2:22
• “Avoid” 2:23
• “You . . . must beware.” 4:15
n 2 Timothy 6:6-8 - “For I am already being poured out as a
drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith.
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all
who have loved His appearing.”

Rest well, brother Paul . . . rest well!
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Knowing God’s Word
Titus
Titus is the 17th book in the New Testament and is the 12th of the Pauline Epistles
(Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the book of Titus (1:1)
This epistle, just as I & II Timothy, is not written to a congregation of people, but rather to
Titus himself
Paul refers to Titus as his “true son in common faith” (1:4)
Titus is not mentioned by name in Acts, but we read of him in Paul’s epistles
He was a Greek (Gal. 2:3) who was with Paul in Jerusalem during the conflict over
circumcision (Acts 15:1-2; Gal. 2:1-5)
During Paul’s 3rd missionary journey, Titus had been sent to report on the church at
Corinth (II Cor. 2:12-13)
When Titus did not come to Troas, Paul left for Macedonia
Paul and Titus met up in Macedonia and Titus gave his report (II Cor. 7:5-7, 13-15)
Paul sent Titus back to Corinth with the 2nd letter to the Corinthians and to exhort them in
their collection for the saints (II Cor. 8:16-9:5)
At the time of the writing, Titus had been left on the island of Crete
The reason was to “set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every
city” (1:5)
The last we see is that Titus had gone to Dalmatia (II Tim. 4:10)
Paul was likely in Macedonia or Nicopolis (3:12) when he wrote this letter
Titus was one of the last letters that Paul wrote, written around 66 AD
Titus is considered one of the “Pastoral Epistles” as it was written to Titus, who was being
instructed as he preached the gospel (I & II Timothy, Titus)
Paul writes to the preacher Titus to encourage him to:
Appoint elders in every city (1:5)
Preach things that are “proper for sound doctrine” (2:1)

Titus
Exhort the brethren to be “zealous for good works” (2:14; 3:1, 8, 14)
Key Verses:
1:5-9
2:1
2:7-8
2:11-14
3:1
3:8
Outline of Titus:
Introduction (1:1-4)
Instructions for Elders (1:5-16)
Qualifications of Elders (1:5-9)
Characteristics of False Teachers (1:10-16)
Instructions for Christian Conduct (2:1-3:11)
For Older Men & Women (2:1-3)
For Younger Women & Men (2:4-8)
For Servants (2:9-10)
For Brethren in General (2:11-3:11)
Conclusion (3:12-15)

Interesting Facts About Titus
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN: About A.D. 63, perhaps from Corinth
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 56th Book in the Bible
• 17th Book in the New Testament
• 12th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 11th of Paul’s 13 books
• 10 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 3
VERSES: 46
WORDS: 921
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT TITUS:
n Titus is not mentioned in the Book of Acts.
n Titus is mentioned 13 rimes in the writings of Paul.
n Apparently Titus was a convert of Paul. 1:4
n He may have been from Antioch in Syria.
n On three different occasion Paul sent Titus to Corinth.
n The island of Crete, located in the Mediterranean Sea:
• Was 156 miles long.
• Was up to 30 miles wide.
n “To act the Cretan” became an idiom meaning “to play the
liar.”
n A number of Jews from Crete were present in Jerusalem on
the Day of Pentecost when the church was established.
Acts 2:11
n Paul was involved in evangelizing in Crete after his release
from his first Roman imprisonment and then left Titus
on the island to finish organizing the congregations.
Titus 1:5 - “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you
should set in order the things that are lacking, and
appoint elders in every city as I commanded you.”

n Paul wrote to Titus from Corinth in A.D. 63 in order to take
advantage of the journey of Zenas and Apollos who
would be traveling by Crete.
n Frequently used words in the Book of Titus.
• “Good works” - 7 times.
• “Savior” - 7 times.
• “Salvation” - 7 times.
• “Sound doctrine” - 7 times
n Paul is the only New Testament writer that quotes from
heathen writers. 1:12; Acts 17:28
n Paul instructs Titus:
• To maintain proper order in the church.
• In the qualifications of elders.
• To preach the truth.
• To be ready to every good work.
• To keep the church pure.
• To live as a faithful example.
• To rebuke false teachers.

“Remind them to be subject to rulers and
authorities to obey, to be ready for
every good work.”
Titus 3:1
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Knowing God’s Word
Philemon
Philemon is the 18th book in the New Testament and is the 13th of the Pauline Epistles
(Romans through Philemon)
Paul is the author of the epistle of Philemon with Timothy mentioned as well (1, 9, 19)
This epistle, just as I & II Timothy and Titus, is not written to a congregation of people, but
rather to Philemon
Philemon is 1 of the 4 “Prison Epistles” written by Paul while in Rome (1)
This is Paul’s shortest letter that he penned
Philemon was a member of the church at Colossae (Col. 1:2; 4:7-9)
Epaphras, Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke joined Paul in the greetings of both
Philemon and Colossians (Phile. 23-24; Col. 4:10-14)
If this letter was written at the same time as the other prison epistles, it would date
between 61-63 AD
Philemon was potentially a convert of Paul himself (v. 19)
Onesimus, the subject of the letter, was a servant of Philemon and a messenger of these
letters (Phile. 10, 16; Col. 4:7-9)
Onesimus had run away, found Paul and was a convert of Paul’s (v. 10, 15)
He had become important to Paul as well as very useful to him (v. 11-13)
Paul was now writing this letter and sending it back by the hand of Onesimus to Philemon
in Colossae
Paul wrote this letter to Philemon for these reasons:
To ask him to receive Onesimus back again (10-12)
To forgive Onesimus if he had done any wrong (18)

Philemon
Key Verses:
8-12
14
16
18
Outline of Philemon:
Introduction (1-3)
Thanksgiving & Prayer (4-7)
Plea for Onesimus (8-21)
Conclusion (22-25)

Interesting Facts About Philemon
AUTHOR: Paul
TIME WRITTEN: About A.D. 60 or 61 from Rome
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 57th Book in the Bible
• 18th Book in the New Testament
• 13th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 7th of Paul’s 13 books
• 9 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 1
VERSES: 25
WORDS: 445
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT PHILEMON:
n The Book of Philemon:
• Is one of the four prison epistles of Paul.
- Ephesians
- Philippians
- Colossians
- Philemon
• Is Paul’s only one chapter book.
• Is Paul’s shortest book. (334 words in Greek, and 445 in
the KJV)
• Is one of Paul’s four books addressed to individuals.
- 1 Timothy
- Titus
- 2 Timothy
- Philemon
n Philemon was:
• A resident of Colosse. 1-2
• One of Paul’s converts to Christ. 19
• Had a house large enough for the church to meet in. 2
• A benevolent man. 5-7
• Father of Archipus. 2
• Was the owner of the slave, Onesimus.

n According to Roman law, a runaway slave could be
severely punished, and even put to death.
n Concerning Onesimus:
• He was a slave who had runaway from his master.
• It is possible that he had stolen money from
Philemon.
• He fled to Rome.
• He was converted to Christ by Paul.
n Paul writes the letter to Philemon and asks him to take
Philemon back as a beloved brother.
n The letter was delivered to Philemon by:
• Tychicus
• Philemon
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Knowing God’s Word
Hebrews
Hebrews is the 19th book in the New Testament and is the 1st of the General Epistles
(Hebrews through Jude)
The epistle of Hebrews itself does not indicate a clear author
There have been many names tied to the writing, such as Paul, Luke, Barnabas,
Apollos and others
The most popular choice has been the apostle Paul
Case for Paul as author:
Many early church fathers attribute the letter to Paul
Many scholars attribute the letter to Paul
The author refers to “our brother Timothy” (13:23)
The author refers to “those from Italy” (13:24)
The author asks for prayers to be “restored to you” (13:18-19)
Some say that Paul could have had Luke pen the letter for him
Case against Paul as author:
The letter is anonymous which is unlike any other letter Paul wrote
The author indicates he received the gospel second-hand (2:3); Paul received it
from Jesus Christ Himself (Gal. 1:11-12)
The style does not bear the style of Paul from his other epistles
The letter is not addressed to any congregation or to any specific individuals
Based on what is written, it seems to be addressed to Jewish Christians (not Gentile)
We also can see that the writer seems to have known them personally (10:34; 13:19)
The dating of this book would be prior to AD 70 since it makes no mention of the
destruction of Jerusalem or the temple and speaks of priests still making sacrifices (8:4;
10:11)
Also would have been prior to Jewish Wars (66-70 AD; Heb. 12:4)
Date would be around 62-65 AD

Hebrews
Hebrews is written to keep Jewish Christians from going back into Judaism
There would have been pressure on these Christians from Jews still following the Law
of Moses
Hebrews shows why Christ is better than the Old Law and the things that came before
Christ & Christianity are better than:
Angels (1:4)
Moses & Joshua (3 & 4)
Priest (7)
Old Covenant (7:22; 8:6)
Animal Sacrifices (9 & 10)
These Jewish Christians were in danger of losing their souls and their inheritance by
going back into Judaism
It mirrors those of old who would have lost their inheritance (Canaan) by going back to
Egypt
They are warned…
Against drifting (2:1-4)
Against departing (3:12-15)
Against disobedience (4:11-13)
Against dullness (5:11-6:6)
Against despising (10:26-39)
Against defying (12:25-29)

Hebrews
Key Verses:
1:1-4
2:1-4
3:4
3:12-14
4:12
4:14-16
5:8-9
5:12-6:2
6:17-19
7:14
8:6
9:13-14
9:27-28
10:24-26
11:1, 6
12:1-2
13:5-6
13:7, 17
Outline of Hebrews:
Superiority of Christ (1:1-8:6)
Better than the prophets as a better Spokesman (1:1-3)
Better than the angels due to His Deity and humanity (1:4-2:18)
Better than Moses as the Son who provides heavenly rest (3:1-4:13)
Better than Aaron as His priesthood is superior (4:16-8:6)
Superiority of the New Covenant (8:7-10:18)
Based upon better promises (8:7-13)
Based upon a better sanctuary (9)
Based upon a better sacrifice (10:1-18)
Exhortations Drawn From This Superiority (10:19-13:25)
Draw near to God and hold fast (10:19-39)
Run the race of faith with endurance (11-12)
Miscellaneous exhortations (13)

Interesting Facts About Hebrews
AUTHOR: Not absolutely certain. Many attribute it to Paul.
TIME WRITTEN: Somewhere between A.D. 64 and 68
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 58th Book in the Bible
• 19th Book in the New Testament
• 14th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 8 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 13
VERSES: 303
WORDS: 6,913
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT HEBREWS:
n Many regard the Book of Hebrews as the 14th epistle of
Paul.
n The 3rd century theologian, Origen wrote: “Who it was that
really wrote the epistle (Hebrews), God only knows.”
n The Book of Hebrews shows the superiority of Christianity
over the Judaic system under the Law of Moses.
n A majority view seems to be that the recipients of Hebrews
probably lived in Rome. Hebrews 13:24 - “Those from
Italy greet you.”
n The recipients of the Book of Hebrews:
• had become Christians by hearing the preaching of those
who had been eyewitnesses of Christ. 2:3
• Were not recent converts (novices). 5:12
• Had become “Dull of hearing” (5:11) and were in danger of
drifting away from Christ.
n There are nearly 100 Old testament references in the Book
of Hebrews, all of which are from the Septuagint
version.
n Exodus and Leviticus are especially helpful in understanding
Hebrews.
n Prominent words in the Book of Hebrews include:
• “Better”
• “Heavenly”
• “Perfect”
• “By faith”

n The basic theme of Hebrews is found in the word “better,” in
describing the superiority of Christ in both His person
and His work. Christ provides:
• Better revelation. 1:1-2
• Better expectation. 6:9
• Better priesthood. 7:7-11, 20-28
• Better hope. 7:19
• Better testament, covenant. 7:22, 8:6
• Better promises. 8:6
• Better sacrifices. 8:6
• Better possessions. 10:34
• Better country. 11:16
• Better resurrection. 11;35
• Better things. 11:40; 12:24
n In his Person, Christ is better than:
• The angels
• Moses
• Joshua
n In His Performance, Christ provides:
• A better priesthood
• A better sanctuary
• A better covenant
• A better sacrifice

OLD COVENANT
• Shadow
• Temporary
• Mediator: Moses
• High Priest: Aaron
• Priests: Only Levites
• Imperfect
• Abolished
• Entered by natural birth
• For Jews only

NEW COVENANT
• The substance
• Permanent
• Mediator: Christ
• High Priest: Christ
• Priests: Every Christian
• Perfect
• Last until end of age
• Entered by spiritual birth
• For all nations
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Knowing God’s Word
James
James is the 20th book in the New Testament and is the 2nd of the General Epistles
(Hebrews through Jude)
James is the author of this letter that bears his name (1:1)
This is most likely James, the half-brother of Jesus
At first he had not believed (Jn. 7:5), but later became a disciple (Acts 1:14; I Cor. 15:7)
James went on to become an important figure in the early church
He played a vital role in the council at Jerusalem (Acts 15:13-33)
Paul mentions James in his epistles, even calling James a “pillar” of the early church
(Gal. 1:19; 2:9)
James wrote this epistle to “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (1:1)
This is probably a reference to Jewish Christians who were scattered among the various
cities outside of Palestine
Some of these were poor and oppressed as indicated in 2:6-7
James was likely the first epistle written, dating sometime between 45-50 AD
It is also likely that James wrote this letter while he was in Jerusalem
It is often thought of and referred to as the equivalent of the proverbs of the New
Testament
James deals with various practical aspects of the Christian life, such as:
Trials of life
Wisdom
Temptation
Partiality
Faith and works
Tongue
Humility
Patience
Prayer

James
Key Verses:
1:2-3
1:5
1:12
1:13-15
1:22
1:26-27
2:1
2:17, 19, 24
3:1
3:13, 17
4:7-10
4:14
4:17
5:7-8
5:15-16
Outline of James:
Greeting (1:1)
Trials and Temptations (1:2-18)
Outward Trials (1:2-12)
Inward Temptations (1:13-18)
Being Doers and Hearers (1:19-2:26)
Swift to Hear (1:19-20)
Doers of the Word (1:21-27)
Sin of Partiality (2:1-13)
Faith and Works (2:14-26)
The Tongue and Wisdom (3)
Danger of the Tongue (3:1-12)
Heavenly and Earthly Wisdom (3:13-18)
Coming to God with Humility (4)
Enemies of God (4:1-6)
Drawing Near to God (4:7:17)

James
Blessing Through Patience, Prayer and Love (5)
Curse of Rich Oppressors (5:1-6)
Blessing of Patience (5:7-12)
Blessing of Prayer (5:13-18)
Blessing of Love for the Erring (5:19-20)

Interesting Facts About James
AUTHOR: Not absolutely certain. Many attribute it to Paul.
TIME WRITTEN: Somewhere between A.D. 64 and 68
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 59th Book in the Bible
• 20th Book in the New Testament
• 15th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 7 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 5
VERSES: 108
WORDS: 2,309
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT JAMES:
n James:
• Was the Lord’s brother. Matthew 13:55; Galatians 1:19
• Was one of the “pillars” in the church in Jerusalem.
• He was a central figure at the Jerusalem council in
Acts 15.
• According to Josephus, James suffered a martyr’s violent
death in A.D. 62
n The Book of James is addressed to Hebrew Christians
outside of Palestine, “to the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad.” 1:1
n The Book of James may be one of the earliest writings in the
New Testament.
• There is no mention of Gentile Christians or their
relationship to Jewish Christians.
• James does not mention the issues that were discussed
during the Acts 15 council at Jerusalem.
n There are about 15 indirect references to the Sermon on the
Mount in the Book of James.
n James is the proverbs of the New Testament.
n In the Book of James:
• “Faith” occurs 12 times.

• “Works” occurs 13 times.
• “Doer” occurs 5 times.
n James has a lot to say about faith.
• Faith without works can not be called faith at all.
• Faith without works is dead, and a dead faith is worse than
no faith at all.
• Faith must work.
• Faith must produce.
• Faith must be visible.
• Faith displays itself in works.
• Faith is more than mere words.
• Faith is more than knowledge.
• Faith is demonstrated by obedience.
• Faith overtly responds to the promises of God.
• Verbal faith is not enough, and mental faith is insufficient.
• Faith must be there, but it must be more, it must inspire
action.
• Faith endures trials.
• Faith obeys the Word. It will not merely hear and not do.
• Faith helps control the tongue.
• Faith gives one the ability to choose wisdom that is
heavenly and to shun wisdom that is earthly.
• Faith gives one with the ability to resist the devil and to
humbly draw near to God.
• Faith provides one with the ability to resist the devil and to
humbly draw near to God.
• Faith waits patiently for the coming of the Lord.
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Knowing God’s Word
I Peter
I Peter is the 21st book in the New Testament and is the 3rd of the General Epistles
(Hebrews through Jude)
Peter is the author of this letter that bears his name (1:1)
It also states that he was a “witness of the sufferings of Christ” (5:1)
Peter was assisted in writing by Silvanus, known also as Silas (5:12)
Silvanus also assisted in the writing of I & II Thessalonians
He was an important prophet and preacher in the early church (Acts 15:22, 34-40;
16:19-25; 17:14)
He was a companion of Paul who was instrumental in the work (II Cor. 1:19)
Peter was an apostle of Jesus and also very instrumental in the beginnings of the early
church
Peter was married and likely had his wife with him in travels (I Cor. 9:5)
Peter also served as an elder as we see in 5:1
The letter was written to “the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia and Bithynia” (1:1)
The Dispersion was a reference to the Jews who had been scattered after Assyrian and
Babylonian captivity (Jn. 7:35)
The places listed are modern day Turkey
This was an area that Peter would have done mission work in
Although it seems as though the primary audience are Jews, some of the Gentiles
seemed to be included (2:9-10; 4:3)
These were pilgrims and sojourners (1:1, 17; 2:11) who were persecuted (3:17; 4:12-19)
Many believe the letter was written just before the persecution of Nero (4:12-19)
Due to this, most place the date of writing at around 63-64 AD
It’s also believed that Peter died during the reign of Nero, so it would have to have been
written prior to 68 AD

I Peter
Peter wrote this letter from “Babylon” (5:13)
Some say it was literal Babylon, while some speculate that it stood for either Rome or
Jerusalem
It was most likely that he was in Babylon on the Euphrates (as opposed to Egypt)
This epistle was written to those who had suffered (1:6) and would suffer more in the
near future (4:12-19)
This letter was written to encourage them to be steadfast (1:13; 4:16; 5:8-9)
Peter reminds them that they are God’s “holy nation” (2:9)
This certainly was to strengthen them in the face of trials
He also wished to show them that they should continue to conduct themselves in the
proper way (2:11-12)
No matter what they were to go through, they should remain who God called them to be
Key Verses:
1:3-4
1:13-16
1:22-25
2:2
2:4-5
2:9-10
2:11-12
2:21-24
3:1-2
3:7
3:10-12
3:15
3:18-21
4:7-11
4:16
5:5-10

I Peter
Outline of I Peter:
Introduction (1:1-2)
Our Salvation In Christ (1:3-12)
Born Again to a Living Hope (1:3-5)
Producing Joy in the Midst of Suffering (1:6-9)
Served by Prophets and Apostles (1:10-12)
Our Duties in Christ (1:13-5:11)
In View of Our Privileges (1:13-2:10)
A Call to Holiness (1:13-21)
A Call to Brotherly Love (1:22-25)
A Call to Spiritual Growth (2:1-10)
In View of Our Position (2:11-4:11)
As Sojourners (2:11-12)
As Citizens (2:13-17)
As Servants (2:18-25)
As Wives and Husbands (3:1-7)
As Brethren (3:8-12)
As Sufferers for Righteousness’ Sake (3:13-4:6)
As Those Awaiting the Coming of Christ (4:7-11)
In View of Our Persecution (4:12-5:11)
To Rejoice and Glorify God (4:12-17)
To Trust in the Will of God (4:18-19)
To Fulfill our Special Roles (5:1-5)
The Elders’ Duties as Shepherds
The Youngers’ Duties as the Flock
To Humble Ourselves Before God (5:6-7)
To Resist the Devil (5:8-9)
Conclusion (5:10-14)
Prayer for God’s Blessings (5:10-11)
Final Greetings and Bestowal of Peace (5:12-14)

Interesting Facts About 1 Peter
AUTHOR: Peter
TIME WRITTEN: Shortly before A.D. 64
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 60th Book in the Bible
• 21st Book in the New Testament
• 16th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 6 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 5
VERSES: 105
WORDS: 2,482
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 1 PETER:
n Peter:
• Was one of the original 12 apostles.
• Was one of the inner circle of the apostles (Peter, James,
& John.)
• Denied Christ three times on the night of the betrayal.
• He was given the “keys” to the kingdom of heaven.”
- He opened the doors to the Jews. Acts 2
- He opened the doors to the Gentiles. Acts 11
• Was married and his wife sometimes traveled with him.
1 Corinthians 9:5
• Was an elder in the church. 1 Peter 5:1-4
• According to tradition, Peter was crucified upside down in
Rome prior to Nero’s death in A.D. 68.
n Peter authored two books of the New Testament:
• 1 Peter
• 2 Peter
n The basic theme of 1 Peter is the proper response to
Christian suffering.
n Peter is writing to Christians in a world that is becoming
increasingly hostile to them now that the Romans, as
well as the Jews, are persecuting the church.

n In the Book of 1 Peter:
• The word “suffering,” and its equivalents, occur some 2
times.
• The sufferings of Christ are mentioned in every chapter of
1 Peter.
n Christ in 1 Peter:
• Chapter 1 - Christ is man’s source of hope and man’s
redeemer. 1:3, 18-19
• Christ is:
- The chief cornerstone. 2:6
- Man’s example. 2:21
- Man’s sin-bearer. 2:24
• Chapter 3 - Christ is Lord. 3:15, 22
• Chapter 4 - Christ is man’s sufferer. 4:1, 13
• Chapter 5 - Christ is the Chief Shepherd and overseer. 5:4
n Peter also death with:
• Spiritual growth
• Christian wives and their husbands
• Elders
• Salvation
• Grace of God
• Hope
• The devil

“For to this you were called, because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that you should follow in His steps.”
1 Peter 2:21
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Knowing God’s Word
II Peter
II Peter is the 22nd book in the New Testament and is the 4th of the General Epistles
(Hebrews through Jude)
Peter is the author of this letter that bears his name (1:1)
He makes reference to his first epistle (3:1)
He tells of his being present for the transfiguration (1:16-18) and acknowledges Paul as
well (3:15)
It is also interesting to note that Peter writes “knowing that shortly I must put off my tent,
just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me” (1:14)
John records that Jesus spoke “signifying by what death he would glorify God”
(Jn. 21:18-19)
All this lends proof to Peter’s authorship
The letter is addressed to those “who have obtained like precious faith with us by the
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ” (1:1)
Since he calls it his 2nd epistle to them, it would seem that this is the same audience
under consideration as the 1st epistle
I Peter was written to “the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia and Bithynia” (1:1)
The Dispersion was a reference to the Jews who had been scattered after Assyrian and
Babylonian captivity (Jn. 7:35)
The places listed are modern day Turkey
Peter was an apostle of Jesus and also very instrumental in the beginnings of the early
church
Peter was married and likely had his wife with him in travels (I Cor. 9:5)
Peter also served as an elder as we see in I Peter 5:1
Since Peter writes this before his death, it would probably date to around 66-67 AD
There is no clear indication of where Peter may have written this epistle from

II Peter
If Peter did write this shortly before his death, it would have been written from Rome
The first epistle of Peter deals with the problems and persecutions from without
The second epistle deals with the problems and persecutions from within
Peter warns of false teachers and prophets in this second epistle that he writes
Peter wanted them to be steadfast and established in the Lord
He wanted to “remind” them of these things, and also to remember that the Lord will be
coming back
It makes sense that Peter realized that this could be his last letter to them
Key Verses:
1:3-4
1:5-7
1:12-14
1:19-21
2:1
2:9
2:20-22
3:9-12
3:17-18
Outline of II Peter:
Introduction (1:1-2)
Grow in Grace & Knowledge (1:3-21)
With Precious Gifts From God (1:3-4)
Abounding in the Knowledge of Christ (1:5-11)
Stirred Up By Careful Reminder (1:12-21)
Beware of False Teachers (2)
Their Destructiveness (2:1-3)
Their Doom (2:4-9)
Their Depravity (2:10-17)
Their Deceptions (2:18-22)
Look For the Lord’s Return (3)
Though Scoffers Will Come (3:1-9)
For the Day of the Lord Will Come (3:10-18)

Interesting Facts About 2 Peter
AUTHOR: Peter
TIME WRITTEN: Shortly before A.D. 64
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 61st Book in the Bible
• 22nd Book in the New Testament
• 17th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 5 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 3
VERSES: 61
WORDS: 1,559
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 2 PETER:
n Peter:
• Was one of the original 12 apostles.
• Was one of the inner circle of the apostles (Peter, James,
& John.)
• Denied Christ three times on the night of the betrayal.
• He was given the “keys” to the kingdom of heaven.”
- He opened the doors to the Jews. Acts 2
- He opened the doors to the Gentiles. Acts 11
• Was married and his wife sometimes traveled with him.
1 Corinthians 9:5
• Was an elder in the church. 1 Peter 5:1-4
• According to tradition, Peter was crucified upside down in
Rome prior to Nero’s death in A.D. 68.
n Peter authored two books of the New Testament:
• 1 Peter
• 2 Peter
n 2 Peter was written not long before Peter’s death.
n Peter focuses on the internal opposition caused by false
teachers whose “destructive heresies” (2:10) can lead
Christians into error and immorality.

n Peter identifies eight virtues every Christtian should have in
his life.
• Faith
• Virtue
• Knowledge
• Self control
• Perservance
• Godliness
• Brotherly kindness
• Love

“The Lord is not slack concerning His

promise as some men count slackness, but
is longsuffering toward us, not willing that
any should perish but that all should
come to repentance.”
2 Peter 3:9
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Knowing God’s Word
I John
I John is the 23rd book in the New Testament and is the 5th of the General Epistles
(Hebrews through Jude)
Evidence (internal & external) points to the apostle John as the author of this letter,
although it does not bear his name
The style, content, language and themes bear a strong similarity to the Gospel of John
Ex. Compare John 1:1 & 14 to I John 1:1-2
Early church fathers such as Polycarp, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian and
Papias attributed this letter to John
Some of these men lived alongside John and wrote within 20 years of the completion of
this letter
This gives ample proof of John’s authorship
John was an apostle of Jesus and referred to himself, not by name, but “the disciple
whom Jesus loved” (21:20)
John was exiled on the island of Patmos, according to Revelation
He was likely the last surviving apostle at that time
John was the brother of James and the son of Zebedee and Salome
He and his brother James were called “Sons of Thunder” by Jesus Himself (Mk. 3:17)
His brother James was killed by Herod in Acts 12:1-2
The likely date of the writing of this letter would be the last decade of the first century
There are some who wish to date it prior to the destruction of Jerusalem (AD 70)
Many believe it was written between 90-95 AD
There is no specific audience that is addressed in this epistle
It seems to be a general epistle that was written to be circulated and read by all
Christians everywhere
John Wesley even referred to this letter as a “tract”

I John
John seemed to write this letter to reassure Christians of some things that were being
challenged by false teachers (Gnostics – I Jn. 2:26)
Gnostics claimed to have a superior knowledge of God
Many of them did not believe that Jesus came in the flesh and existed as physical
This is one of the reasons that John establishes the fact that Christ had come in the
flesh (Jn. 1:1, 14; I Jn. 4:1-3)
This is how John goes on to tell us that we can know we have eternal life, if we believe
in Jesus (5:13)
So John teaches, comforts and encourages them
John says he writes:
“that your joy may be full” (1:4)
“that you may not sin” (2:1)
“concerning those who try to deceive you” (2:26)
“that you may know that you have eternal life” (5:13)
“that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God” (5:13)
Key Verses:
1:4
1:7-9
2:1-3
2:15-17
3:1-3
3:4-5
3:16-18
3:22
4:1
4:7-11
4:20-21
5:3-4
5:7-8
5:11-13
5:14-15
5:16-17
5:19

I John
Outline of I John:
Manifestation of Life (1:1-4)
Certainty Through Walking in the Light (1:5-2:29)
In Personal Spiritual Conduct (1:5-2:6)
In Social Relationships (2:7-11)
In Separation From the World (2:12-17)
In Adherence to the Truth (2:18-29)
Certainty Through Abiding in Love (3-4)
The Ethical Proof of Love (3:1-12)
The Social Proof of Love (3:13-24)
The Theological Proof of Love (4:1-6)
The Emotional Proof of Love (4:7-21)
Certainty Through Exercise of Faith (5:1-12)
The Resultant Certainties of Life (5:13-21)

Interesting Facts About 1 John
AUTHOR: John
TIME WRITTEN: Probably about A.D. 90 from Ephesus
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 62nd Book in the Bible
• 23rd Book in the New Testament
• 18th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 4 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 5
VERSES: 105
WORDS: 2,523
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 1 JOHN:
n Peter:
• Was one of the original 12 apostles.
• Was one of the inner circle of the apostles )Peter,
James, & John).
• Was the “disciple whom Jesus loved.” John 13:23
• Was one of the first two disciples called by Jesus.
• Was one of the “pillars” of the church at Jerusalem.
Galatians 2:9
• Near the end of his life, John lived in Ephesus.
• Near the end of the 1st century, John was exiled to the
island of Patmos.
n John authored five books of the New Testament.
• John
• 1 John
• 2 John
• 3 John
• Revelation
n Only Paul authored more New Testament books than John.
n A number of reasons were involved in writing 1 John.
• To add to their joy. 1:4
• To help them guard against sin. 2:1

• To confirm the truth that the faithful have overcome the
evil one. 2:12-14
• To strengthen their faith in Christ and assure them of
eternal life. 5:13
n John teaches that:
• God is light.
• God is love.
• God is life.
n John teaches about:
• Love
• Fellowship
• Forgiveness
• Confession
• Blood of Christ
• Sin

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the

light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin.”
1 John 1:7
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Knowing God’s Word
II & III John
II John is the 24th book in the New Testament and is the 6th of the General Epistles
(Hebrews through Jude)
Evidence (internal & external) points to the apostle John as the author of this letter,
although it does not bear his name
The style, content, language and themes bear a strong similarity to the Gospel of John
Refers to himself as “The Elder”, likely denoting his age (v. 1)
Early church fathers such as Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria and Dionysius attributed
this letter to John
Irenaeus himself would have been an associate of John
This gives ample proof of John’s authorship
This letter is addressed to “the elect lady and her children” (v. 1)
Some say that it is a symbolic reference to the church and its members
It is most likely that this statement has a literal meaning and is referring to a specific
woman and her children
He most likely wrote this letter from Ephesus somewhere around 90-95 AD
John here encourages her to continue to love the brethren and to keep God’s
commandments (vs. 5-6)
He also warns her of supporting false teachers (vs. 9-11)
Key Verses:
5-6
9-11
Outline of II John:
Greeting: The Elder’s Love (1-3)
The Elder’s Joy & Request (4-6)
The Elder’s Concern (7-8)
The Elder’s Warning (9-11)
Closing: The Elder’s Farewell (12-13)

II & III John
III John
III John is the 25th book in the New Testament and is the 7th of the General Epistles
(Hebrews through Jude)
Evidence (internal & external) points to the apostle John as the author of this letter,
although it does not bear his name
Refers to himself as “The Elder”, likely denoting his age (v. 1)
The style, content, language and themes bear a strong similarity to the Gospel of John
Early church father Dionysius of Alexandria attributed this letter to John
This gives ample proof of John’s authorship
The letter is addressed to “beloved Gaius” (v. 1)
Gaius was a common Roman name, so this may or may not be the same man as
named 4 other times in the NT (Acts 19:29; 20:4; Rom. 16:23; I Cor. 1:14)
He was a dear friend of John and known for his hospitality (vs. 5-8)
This letter was likely written from Ephesus around 90-95 AD
There are 3 named men who are central to this letter
John speaks of Gaius, Diotrephes and Demetrius, all in differing ways
John writes:
To commend & encourage Gaius in his hospitality (vs. 5-8)
To condemn Diotrephes in his rejection of John and others in the church (vs. 910)
To commend Demetrius as a good example (v. 12)
Key Verses:
3-4
5-8
11
Outline of III John:
Greeting With Joy (1-4)
The Confirmation of Gaius (5-8)
The Condemnation of Diotrephes (9-10)
The Commendation of Demetrius (11-12)
Conclusion (13-14)

Interesting Facts About 2 John
AUTHOR: John
TIME WRITTEN: Probably about A.D. 90 from Ephesus
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 63rd Book in the Bible
• 24th Book in the New Testament
• 19th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 3 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 1
VERSES: 13
WORDS: 303
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 2 JOHN:
n Peter:
• Was one of the original 12 apostles.
• Was one of the inner circle of the apostles )Peter,
James, & John).
• Was the “disciple whom Jesus loved.” John 13:23
• Was one of the first two disciples called by Jesus.
• Was one of the “pillars” of the church at Jerusalem.
Galatians 2:9
• Near the end of his life, John lived in Ephesus.
• Near the end of the 1st century, John was exiled to the
island of Patmos.
n John authored five books of the New Testament.
• John
• 1 John
• 2 John
• 3 John
• Revelation
n Only Paul authored more New Testament books than John.
n One of two one chapter books authored by John
• 2 John
• 3 John

n One of five one chapter books in the Bible:
• Obadiah
• Philemon
• 2 John
• 3 John
• Jude
n In 2 John, John writes about:
• Truth and love.
• Obedience
• Antichrist.
• Warnings against false teachers.
• Abiding in God’s commandments

“Look to yourselves that we do not lose

those things we worked for, but that we
may receive a full reward.”
2 John 8
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Interesting Facts About 3 John
AUTHOR: John
TIME WRITTEN: Probably about A.D. 90 from Ephesus
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 64th Book in the Bible
• 25th Book in the New Testament
• 20th of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• 2 Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 1
VERSES: 14
WORDS: 299
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 3 JOHN:
n Peter:
• Was one of the original 12 apostles.
• Was one of the inner circle of the apostles )Peter,
James, & John).
• Was the “disciple whom Jesus loved.” John 13:23
• Was one of the first two disciples called by Jesus.
• Was one of the “pillars” of the church at Jerusalem.
Galatians 2:9
• Near the end of his life, John lived in Ephesus.
• Near the end of the 1st century, John was exiled to the
island of Patmos.
n John authored five books of the New Testament.
• John
• 1 John
• 2 John
• 3 John
• Revelation
n Only Paul authored more New Testament books than John.
n One of two one chapter books authored by John
• 2 John
• 3 John

n One of five one chapter books in the Bible:
• Obadiah
• Philemon
• 2 John
• 3 John
• Jude
n 3 John is the shortest book in the Bible.
n In 3 John, John wrote to commend Gaius for the stand he
had taken in receiving messengers of the truth and
treating them kindly.
n Diotrephes is trying to dominate the church. John assures
Gaius that he will deal with him when he arrives there.
n To extend hospitality to false teachers is to partake of their
evil deeds.
n 3 John makes no mention of Christ.
n 3 John was probably delivered by Demetrius.

“Beloved, do not imitate what is evil,

but what is good. He who does good is
of God, but he who does evil has not
seen God.”
3 John 11
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Knowing God’s Word
Jude
Jude is the 26th book in the New Testament and is the 8th of the General Epistles
(Hebrews through Jude)
Jude is the author of this epistle (v. 1)
Jude is from the Greek word “Ioudas” which can be translated Judas or Jude
This was a very popular name at that time, so it explains why we see so many called by
this name within the New Testament
There are 5 by this name in the NT:
Judas Iscariot (Matt. 10:4; Jn. 13:26)
Apostle Judas (not Iscariot – Jn. 14:22)
Judas of Damascus (Acts 9:11)
Judas Barsabas (Acts 15:22)
Jude, half-brother of Christ (Matt. 13:55; Mk. 6:3)
This Jude (Judas) calls himself the brother of James
Only 2 on that list of 5 are related to a James
The most well-known James of the New Testament was James, the half-brother of
Jesus
The author also separates himself from being an apostle (vs. 17-18)
All these things considered, it is believed that the author of this book is Jude, the halfbrother of Jesus
This is a general letter written to the church (v. 1)
The letter of Jude bears a similarity to that of II Peter
Both warn of false teachers; Peter said they were to come (II Pet. 2:1) and Jude said
they “have crept in unnoticed” (v. 4)
It is likely that Jude wrote this after II Peter, but prior to the destruction of Jerusalem,
dating it at around 68 AD
Jude originally writes “concerning our common salvation” (v. 3)

Jude
However, that purpose changed due to ungodly men who were leading Christians away
from God (v. 4)
So Jude exhorts them to “contend earnestly for the faith” (v. 3)
Key Verses:
3-4
17-19
24-25
Outline of Jude:
Greeting (1-2)
Purpose of the Epistle (3-4)
God’s Judgments in Times Past (5-7)
Character & Doom of False Teachers (8-19)
Exhortations to Build Their Faith (20-23)
Closing: The Elder’s Farewell (24-25)

Interesting Facts About Jude
AUTHOR: Jude, one of the Lord’s brothers.
TIME WRITTEN: Probable range: A.D. 66-80
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 65th Book in the Bible
• 26th Book in the New Testament
• 21st and last of 21 Epistle Books
(Romans - Jude)
• Books to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 1
VERSES: 25
WORDS: 613
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT JUDE:
n Jude:
• Was one of the Lord’s brothers.
• Was called Judas in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3
• The only other Biblical reference to him is in 1 Corinthians
9:5 where it is stated that “the brothers of the Lord”
took their wives along on their missionary journeys.
• It may be that the Judas of Acts 15;22, 32 may be another
reference to him.
• Judas and James are the only two of the Lord’s brothers to
write books in the New Testament.
n Jude does not direct his epistle to:
• A stated circle of readers.
• A stated geographical region.
n At the beginning of the epistle, Jude focuses on the common
salvation that Christians have, and then challenges
them to contend for the faith.
n False teachers had crept into the church, turning God’s
grace into a license to do as they pleased.
n Jude reminds such men of god’s past dealings with:
• Unbelieving Israel.
• Disobedient angels.

• Wicked Sodom and Gomorrah
n It appears that the purpose of the epistle of Jude was to:
• Condemn the practices of the ungodly libertines who were
infesting and corrupting Christians.
• To counsel the readers of the letter to:
- Stand firm.
- Grow in their faith.
- Contend for the faith.
n Jude alone refers to the dispute between Michael and the
devil about the body of Moses. 9
n Jude’s benediction is one of the most beautiful in the Bible.

“Beloved, while I was very diligent to write

to you concerning our common salvation,
I found it necessary to write to you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the
faith which was once for all delivered
to the saints. ”
Jude 3
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Knowing God’s Word
Revelation
Revelation is the 27th book in the NT and is the only book of Prophecy
John is the author of this epistle (1:1-2)
This John is the one “who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of
Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw”
This indicates that it would be the apostle John, brother of James and author of the
John’s
John finds himself on the island of Patmos as the book opens (1:9)
He had been exiled there “for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ”
(1:9)
John hears a voice that tells him what to write, as well as seeing a vision that brings us
what we have in Revelation
Revelation is the Greek word apokalupsis meaning an uncovering, a laying bare, to
make fully known; to take out of hiding
Revelation uncovers things to come through symbols, signs, imagery and visions the
impending persecution facing the church and God’s judgment on them
It was written to warn and give them hope
From 200 B.C. until 200 A.D. apocalyptic writing was very common among the Jews,
patterned largely after the writing of Daniel
There are 3 OT books that are apocalyptic:
Daniel
Ezekiel
Zechariah
All 3 OT books were written during a time when Israel was under or coming under the
rule of others
Daniel & Ezekiel – Babylonian Empire
Zechariah – Persian rule
The 3 wrote to instruct, to encourage in a time of extreme hardship, and to prepare
them for further trials

Revelation
There are two schools of thought when it comes to the date of the writing
The early date puts it around 64-68 AD, during the reign of the Roman emperor Nero
The late date puts it around 91-96 AD, during the reign of the Roman emperor Domitian
It should be clear that the things written in Revelation were “things which must shortly
take place” (1:1)
It is mentioned later in 1:3 that “the time is near”
Again, it is stated that the time for these things was very near (22:6, 10)
Compare this with Daniel 8:26 where he was told to “seal up” his vision, “for it refers to
many days in the future”
John was told, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at
hand” (22:10)
This could not be true if these things were to happen 2000 years later
The purpose of the book was to reveal “things which must shortly come to pass”
It was written to instruct and inform, to encourage and implore
What we should gain from this book is that God will be triumphant over all things in the
end, and His faithful with Him
Key Verses:
1:1-3
1:5
1:9-11
2:10
3:15-16
4:9-11
5:9-14
7:15-17
12:9-11
14:12-13
17:14
19:10
20:10
20:11-15
21:1-4
21:8
21:22-27
22:5

Revelation
Outline of Revelation:
Prologue (1:1-8)
The Seven Churches (1:9-3:22)
The Seven Seals (4:1-8:1)
The Seven Trumpets (8:2-11:19)
The Seven Mystic Figures (12-14)
The Seven Vials (15-16)
The Sevenfold Judgment (17:1-19:10)
The Sevenfold Triumph (19:11-22:5)
Epilogue (22:6-21)

Interesting Facts About Revelation
AUTHOR: John
TIME WRITTEN: A.D. 95 or 96
POSITION IN THE BIBLE: • 66th and last Book in the Bible
• 27th and last Book in the
New Testament
• 1st and only Book of Prophecy in
the New Testament
• None to follow it.
CHAPTERS: 22
VERSES: 404
WORDS: 11,995
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT REVELATION:
n The author is the apostle John.
n Revelation is from a Greek word meaning “to uncover, to
unveil.”
n The island of Patmos was:
• Located in the Aegean Sea.
• Located 24 miles west of Asia Minor.
• 10 miles long.
• 6 miles wide.
n It is believed that John was 90 years old when he was exiled
to the island of Patmos.
n At the time of the revelation, the church was being greatly
persecuted by the Romans.
• For several decades Christianity had remained unnoticed
by the Roman government because they had regarded it
as a part of the Jewish religion.
• When it was determined that Christianity was not a part of
the Jewish religion, it became an illegal religion.
n The great message of the Revelation is that Satan and the
world cannot win, and that Christ and His church cannot
lose.

n The key to Revelation is found in Revelation 1:1 - “The
Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show
His servants - things which must shortly take place...”
n Those to whom the revelation letter was written would
understand the message convey by using the largely
symbolic language. Should the letter be intercepted, the
Romans would not.
n The Seven Churches of Asia:
• Letter to the church at Ephesus. 2:1-7
• Letter to the church at Smyrna. 2:8-11
• Letter to the church at Pergamum. 2:17-18
• Letter to the church at Thyatira. 2:18-29
• Letter to the church at Sardis. 3:1-6
• Letter to the church at Philadelphia. 3:7-13
• Letter to the church at Laodicea. 3:14-22
n Revelation contains several sets of sevens:
• The Seven Churches of Asia. 1:9 - 3:22
• The Seven Seals. 4:1 - 8:1
• The Seven Trumpets. 8:6 - 11:19
• The Seven Bows of Wrath. 15:1 - 19:6
n Strong external evidence seems to indicate the Book of
revelation may have been written during the reign of
Domitian, A.D. 81-96.
• Domitian was the one who “bathed his empire in the blood
of Christians.”
• While worship of deceased emperors had been practiced for
years, Domitian was the first emperor to demand that he
be worshipped while he was still alive.
n Out of 404 verses in the Book of Revelation, there are some
278 allusions to the Old Testament.
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