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Friendship with Jesus 

Job is considered one of the richest men in the bible (Job 1:3 His 

substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, 

and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very 

great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the 

east.), yet all his fame and fortune was taken.  He had lots of faith in God, 

so God had lots of faith in him.  Of all the things Job once had, he kept one 

thing that was very important, it was God.  That leads us to our friendship 

with God.  If we can maintain that friendship with God, he can lead us to 

heaven.  If anything, he is the best friend to have.  Our earthly friends could 

lead us to trouble and a loss of faith in God.  If we want to maintain that 

friendship with God we need to pray and study the bible.  Even when we 

are in good times, we should thank God for the good blessings.  We should 

let the Lord lead us to Heaven.  Many people don’t let the Lord lead them, 

instead the devil leads them.  That is one of the worst things that can 

happen in this life.  This is why faith and trust in God can lead us.  

(Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 

own understanding.) 
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What about Pharaoh 

‘Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.’  

These words from Proverbs 3: 5-6 have given much strength, hope and 

encouragement to many Christians throughout the ages.  Reading and studying 

God’s word allows one to derive a sense of comfort and peace and these verses, 

in particular, remind the Christian that God is there to guide, guard, and protect.  

Joseph is a character from scripture that often comes to mind when thinking of 

someone with a tremendous amount of faith, but what about Pharaoh?  Did he 

not display an exceptional amount of faith, as well?  Imagine how much faith and 

trust Pharaoh displayed by giving so much power to a young man who happened 

to be an Israelite as well as a prisoner. 

It is well known that Joseph gave God all of the glory and honor for his 

being able to interpret dreams.  Genesis 41:16 says, ‘Joseph answered Pharaoh 

saying: It is not in me. God shall give an answer of peace.’  As we read later in 

the chapter, ‘Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of 

Egypt’ (Genesis 41:41).  As Joseph made it known that he put all of his trust in 

God and Pharaoh, in turn, put all of his trust in Joseph, one must conclude that 

Pharaoh, ultimately, placed all of his trust in God. 
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your 

paths.  Scripture is not short of examples of what it means to trust in the 

Lord with all your heart.  Noah building a big boat in the middle of dry land 

when there wasn’t a cloud in sight, despite all the ridicule of his neighbors, 

just because God said so; Abraham packing up all of his belongings and 

leaving his home when he was 80 years old, because God told him to; the 

apostle Peter stepping out of the boat to walk towards Jesus who was 

walking on the water, because Jesus told him to; ordinary Christians 

declaring “Jesus is Lord” in a Roman Empire that only recognized one lord 

by the name of Caesar.  Someone once said, “Faith is spelled R-I-S-K”.  

Trusting in the Lord with all our hearts will sometimes mean going out on a 

limb for God.  Stephen, commonly thought of as the first martyr, went out 

on a limb for God.  He spoke to the Sanhedrin and he accused the men, 

and their fathers before them, of hurting and killing the prophets, and even 

of killing Jesus; so, they stoned him.  While stoning him, Stephen prayed, 

“Lord Jesus receive my spirit,” and “Lord do not hold this sin against them,” 

just as Christ prayed while he was hanging on the cross.  When in any 

situation, let go and let God.  
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Trust The Lord in All Your Ways 

Do you feel lost in your life and busy with work, or family, or school, 

or other activities?  Maybe you are excluding God from your life while 

making choices and hard decisions.  "Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge 

Him and He shall direct thy paths," Proverbs 3:5-6.  When you trail off into 

activities of your life, it is very easy to stop acknowledging God.  You may 

not read the Bible as much as you used to or even attend church as often 

as you did.  Sometimes you feel as if you have no time for God.  When I 

was little, my grandmother always explained to me that the best way to 

acknowledge God is during your activities.  It helps your relationship with 

God and you realize how important God is and how much he can help you 

with your activities and hardships.  As you bond with the Lord, you start to 

understand that you are not lost anymore.  The hardships in your life will 

decrease as you live a godly life.  Another thing my grandmother would 

always tell me is that reading the Bible directs you and keeps you on the 

right path.  The Bible also helps us to understand God and not lean on our 

own understanding.  It explains the way to live our daily life or during the 

hardest times.  It is our guide and the Lord is our leader.  
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Who Will You Choose As Your Guide? 

Proverbs 3:5-6 reads, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not 

on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 

direct your paths.”  Our God is the creator of man, mountains, rivers, vast 

oceans, the heavens, the Milky Way, entire galaxies, and space, which goes on 

infinitely.  Life and death are in His hands.  He has the power to create and to 

destroy.  Our God is omnipotent; He is all powerful.  Not only is He omnipotent, 

but He is also omniscient and omnipresent.  He is all knowing and He is present 

everywhere.  Additionally, Psalm 115:5 states, “Gracious is the LORD, and 

righteous; yes, our God is merciful.”  We need not forget of His grace, 

righteousness and mercy, as well as His love for us through the death of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God.  Keeping these factors in mind, we have a reason to trust 

in the LORD with all our hearts.  Why would we lean on our own understanding 

when we as humans are sinners and simply mortals?  Our life is a vapor that 

vanishes (James 4:14), while according to Psalm 41:13, He is from everlasting to 

everlasting.  His wisdom, along with His being, is infinite.  This gives us the best 

reason to not lean on our own understanding but acknowledge Him in all our 

ways.  Adhering to these principles, the Lord will direct our paths.  Whose 

guidance, better than our infinite, omnipotent, loving God’s, is there to seek?  
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God Will Lead You 

Do you ever feel down or sad?  Do you feel like you just don't know 

which way to go and what to do?  Proverbs 3:5-6 says, "Trust the Lord with 

all your heart..."  There are times when it seems like your life is falling apart 

and that no one can help you get back up, but God is always by your side 

when you need help.  I truly believe that when your life seems terrible that if 

you kneel down and pray to God it relieves you.  It is a very comforting 

feeling to know that God is always there and listens to your prayers.  Never 

forget that even in the darkest of times God is there to lean upon.  Proverbs 

3:5-6 also tells us, "...In all thy ways acknowledge Him and he shall direct 

your paths."  I feel as if a lot of people forget about God when they leave 

worship services.  They go back to school or work and act so much 

different than at church.  I too admit that it happens to me.  It happens to 

everyone actually.  We all have to remember God in everything we do.  It 

doesn't matter what people think of you.  All of us have to live for God and 

we have to show it, not just say we're Christians.  When we live our lives 

for God, he will lead us through all the struggles in life.  We will receive the 

greatest reward…eternal life in Heaven. 
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Dirt or Palace 

You know who Moses is, right?  He led the Hebrews through the Red 

Sea.  Before he could do that he had a decision to make.  Moses could live 

in the palace as part of the royal family or he could go and be with the 

people of his birth: the Hebrew people.  The choice was his.  Ultimately, 

Moses chose dirt over a palace.  How many people in today’s world would 

choose dirt over a palace?  Moses did not always trust in God, in fact, 

when he was told to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt, he told God to use his 

brother instead because he thought Aaron was the better speaker and 

would be the better choice for a leader.  God had a particular job in mind 

and He had chosen Moses to do it.  Moses eventually gave in to God’s will 

and obeyed the Lord.  Moses spent the rest of his life leading the children 

of Israel through the desert.  He literally traded his palace home for a home 

in the dirt.  Moses’ life is an example of what we read in Proverbs 3: 5-6: 

‘Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy 

paths.’ 
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It was the final day of the tournament, all but three golfers had 

completed their rounds, their scores were in the books.  The final three – 

Patrick, Sheckler, and Daniels – teed off together and it was time for them 

to take their final putts.  Smith was atop the leader board at -17.  The only 

ones with a chance to dethrone Smith were Sheckler and Daniels, both tied 

at -16 and each with one putt to go.  Sheckler had sent a bomb down the 

fairway landing on the green in one stroke, setting him up for a possible 

victory; Daniels took two strokes to reach the green, giving a tie at best.  

Sheckler has a chance to win, and Daniels only a tie, because Sheckler 

took advice from his caddy.  The hole was a dog-leg par 4 and about seven 

yards down.  Sheckler’s caddy told him to go with a 3-wood and Sheckler 

took his advice, landing him on the green in one stroke.  Daniels didn’t 

listen to his caddy and used his driver, landing him in the rough.  Sheckler 

went on to sink his 31 foot putt and win the championship.  If we as 

Christians act like Sheckler we will be doing what God desires of us.  Look 

at Proverbs 3:5-6.  If we think of God as our caddy and listen to Him and do 

as He says instead of acting on our own knowledge, God will lead us to 

victory, or in our case, eternal life. 
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You may think that you are directing your own path, but really no one 

is directing their own path.  You may think that boats and cars can go 

wherever they want, but really there is a light that directs them too.  God is 

our light directing our path to heaven by giving us strength through the 

scriptures.  It says in Proverbs 3: 5-6 "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 

Him, and He shall direct your paths". 

You may wonder how I know this, but God is the one who directs my 

path.  Sometimes I feel frustrated with my sister and family.  Sometimes I 

feel discouraged and need help controlling my tongue.  I can always stop, 

pray and also look to His word.  This is how He guides me and allows His 

light to shine through me at home and at school. 

God has shown us the way.  He has given us the scriptures, which is how 

He talks to us, and a way to communicate with Him, through prayer.  That 

is our map to guide us to heaven and how we are to trust in Him and not 

our own understanding. 

  


