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If you reflect on the days of your youth, I am sure you will remember your 

parents telling you to do certain chores around the house.  Whether it is to 

clean up your room, take out the trash, or just watching your little brother or 

sister.  I am sure you would remember how difficult it could have been to do 

your chores.  Even in your workplace, I’m sure there have been times when 

your boss asked you to have a report on his desk by a particular date.  It 

cannot always be easy to do all that is asked of you.  It can be difficult 

because you might be reluctant, or hesitant, or just unenthusiastic to do 

what you’re told.  Because of these feelings, you may have “half done” your 

work, which means you might do a little bit or most of the work but not all of 

it. 

In the Bible there is one example that comes to mind of someone who did 

not do all that God asked of him; that example is Moses.  I’m sure you 

already know Moses led the people of Israel out of Egyptian captivity.  

Nevertheless, even Moses fell victim to not doing all that was asked of him.  

In Numbers 20:7-12 it reads, “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Take the staff, and 

you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together.  Speak to that 

rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water.  You will bring water out 

of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink.’  So 



Moses took the staff from the LORD’s presence, just as he commanded him.  

He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and 

Moses said to them, ‘Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this 

rock?’  Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff.  

Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank.  But the 

LORD said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you did not trust in me enough to 

honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this 

community into the land I give them.’” 

God gave Moses a command.  While Moses did follow most of commands 

given to him by God, he didn’t do all that God asked of him.  Yes, he did 

gather the congregation.  Yes, he did take the rod with him.  However, he 

did not speak to the rock as God told him to; in fact, Moses struck the rock 

twice with the rod.  Because of Moses’s lack of following God’s commands, 

he was punished by not being able to enter the promise land.  God shows 

us in this small passage of scripture that there are consequences when you 

don’t do all that God asks of you. 

As you continue your day, I ask that you remember this.  Even though it 

might seem tough at times, as Christian we must do ALL that God asks of 

us. 
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Extra! Extra! Quick Guide to Who You Are 

Ruth, Jesus and Mother Theresa helped the poor versus Judas who 

was selfish.  Let’s examine who we identify with.  Do we help others or are 

we selfish?  It seems like nowadays people do not have the discipline to 

listen to others or the respect to serve them.  We sure could use more 

servants.  One thing for sure is that we do not want to be like Judas. 

First of all, Ruth did what her mother in law told her to do.  She said, 

“All that you say to me, I will do.”  That meant that she wanted to serve her.  

Ruth would do what Naomi told her to do.  Ruth followed Naomi wherever 

she would go.  She had a serving attitude, when they needed bread, Ruth 

went to the field and collected the fallen wheat that Boaz’s workers left 

behind.  So Ruth did two things, she did what Naomi asked her to do, and 

she served in doing so.  We could serve our parents and people in need 

that we meet. 

Point number two, Jesus helped the poor and sick, this is what the 

heavenly Father sent Him to do.  Jesus helped the others before He helped 

himself.  But some people today are selfish like Judas, in that they would 

rather serve themselves before others.  After Judas betrayed Jesus, he felt 

bad, and wanted to give the money back but it was too late.  Jesus healed 



the sick, we can help the sick too.  We can pray for them, James 5:14.  We 

can give them money or food.  We can take them to the doctor or run an 

errand for them. 

Point number three, Mother Theresa helped the poor people.  She 

sometimes ran errands for those poor people.  She said once, “I will do 

more for the poor than myself.”  Judas, on the other hand, hogged all the 

money to himself.  The Bible says he would help himself to the money bag 

that he carried.  That is why he wanted to be the money keeper or treasurer 

for the group.  Every time you see someone in need, don’t pass them by 

with your excuses but take an opportunity to serve those in need, like 

mother Theresa did.  Mother Theresa was poor herself, but like that woman 

that Jesus saw at the temple who gave her all, Mother Theresa also gave 

her all.  She did not have money, but she gave her life to serving others. 

Nowadays, people do not have the discipline or respect toward 

another person to listen to them, or serve them.  So who do you want to be 

like?  A servant like Naomi, Mother Theresa and our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, or will you be selfish like Judas?  Have the attitude of helping like 

Ruth, Jesus and Mother Theresa, and think of others before yourself.  

Doing so will be pleasing to God, and a joy to those you are helping.  Let’s 

put others first like Jesus.  
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Examples of Obedience to Inspire You 

When we set a goal we like to inspire ourselves to help us reach it.  I would 

like to give you examples of Bible heroes to help inspire you to obey God.  God 

speaks to us from His Word, the Bible.  In the Bible we find great examples of 

godly people, who did what God told them to, so they obeyed God.  Children 

need to listen to their parents, because parents know best.  God knows this, and 

commanded children to obey their parents.  Colossians 3:20 says, “Children, 

obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.”  The three 

godly examples I would like to discuss are Ruth, Moses, and Elijah. 

Our first example is Ruth.  Ruth was very faithful to Naomi.  She said to 

her mother-in-law, Naomi, “All that you say to me, I’ll do,” and she did.  When 

Naomi told Ruth to go speak to Boaz, she did.  Ruth also listened and obeyed 

when Naomi said to her to go gather the wheat that was left behind by Boaz’s 

workers.  Ruth also listened when Naomi told her to go talk to Boaz.  Because 

Ruth was obedient, God blessed her.  She married Boaz and God gave her a 

son. 

Another example of obedience is one of Moses.  When God told Moses to 

go to Pharaoh even though Moses did not want to and tried to find different 

excuses why he shouldn’t, but in the end he listened and went to Pharaoh.  

Moses obeyed God’s commands during the journey to the promised land.  When 



God was sending the plagues to Egypt, Moses followed God’s directions 

precisely.  When Pharaoh let them go, and they reached the Red Sea; God told 

Moses to stretch forth his rod and the sea parted.  When the children of Israel 

complained, Moses prayed and followed God’s directions once again. 

Finally, our last example is Elijah.  He also did what God told him to do.  

When God told him to flee to the desert, from Jezebel, he did.  Elijah probably did 

not want to go to the desert, but he did as God said.  Elijah preached God’s 

message even though he could have been killed.  We need to preach the word 

and not be scared.  Matthew 28:18-20 is referred to as the Great Commission 

given to us by Jesus as he was ascending to heaven.  Jesus said, “Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”  We should obey His Command like the heroes 

we discussed obeyed God. 

Are you ready to obey God?  God is our Heavenly Father, and wants His 

children to obey.  He wants you to obey Him so that you could have eternal life 

with Him in heaven.  So we have to do what Ruth, Moses and Elijah did, when 

they said by their actions, “All that you say to me I’ll do.”  Are you willing to do 

that?  If we obey God, He will reward us in heaven. 

 


