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A Letter From the Elders at Lake Forest
To the Church Family at Lake Forest,
God has blessed us greatly in allowing us to see the beginning of another year. We
are thankful for His many blessings and are conscience of His expectations for us. We
are excited about the wonderful possibilities that God has in store for us in 2016. This
year is sure to present many challenges to us and we are prayerful that each one will be
met with a Christ-like attitude and an unwavering commitment to God and His truth.
In 2015 we saw a number of souls who obeyed the gospel or who rededicated their
lives to the Lord. We had some who placed their membership with us, while others
moved away. We also lost a few who went on to receive their reward from the Savior.
Through it all our commitment to God is as strong as it has ever been. We thank each of
you for being an important part of God’s kingdom here at Lake Forest. We are excited
to see what the year ahead has in store for us!
As you know, each year we seek to set a theme for the year to help us focus on the
goals we wish to achieve. We have had some very meaningful and important themes in
years past. Once again this year we have selected a new theme. However, we want to
remind you that we intend to remember our themes from the past and build upon
them. This is important for us if we are to continue to grow. Our theme for this year is
“Digging Deeper”. The verse we wish to focus on with our theme comes from Hebrews
6:1.
This year’s theme is one that is intended to build upon our theme from last year. Last
year we looked at some of the fundamentals of our faith. This year we want to do as
our theme verse implores us to do. “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection…”. The word perfection there means
maturity. It is our desire and goal to dig deeper into God’s word as we seek to grow in
faith. Lessons will be presented the first Sunday of the month that will focus on our
theme for 2016.
We as your elders stand always ready to serve and help you in anyway that we can.
Please do not hesitate to call upon us.
May God’s blessings be upon us all,
The Elders

Theme: Digging Deeper
Key Verse: Hebrews 6:1
Theme Explanation: This year’s theme is “Digging Deeper”. Our theme
this year comes from Hebrews 6:1 and urges us to dig beyond the
elementary things of God’s word and move on to spiritual maturation.
The 2016 theme is meant to build upon our theme from last year. In
2015 our theme dealt with looking at the fundamental issues of our
faith. In 2016 we plan to go past that and move on to “perfection”.
The word perfection in our theme verse simply means maturity and not
a state of sinlessness. With the theme of “Digging Deeper” we plan to
encourage one another to grow in our knowledge of God’s word and
His plan. We want to dig deeper into God’s word and not be content
with a basic knowledge of God’s word. Lessons will be presented the
first Sunday of each month centered on our theme.

Past Year’s Themes
2004 – Being A Caring Church
2005 – O Worship the King
2006 – Follow Me, And I Will Make You Become Fishers Of
Men
2007 – The Mind of Christ
2008 – A.W.A.R.E. – Always Watching For Anyone Who
Requires Edification
2009 – One By One
2010 – Between The Sundays
2011 – Walking With Jesus
2012 – Higher Ground
2013 – I Surrender All
2014 – The Abundant Life
2015 – Seek The Old Paths

Calendar of Events
2016
JANUARY
3 - New Teaching Quarter Begins
16 - Men’s Day
31 - 5th Sunday (B.Y.O.L./Eat Out)
FEBRUARY
20 - Senior Appreciation Dinner
26-28 - Y.E.S. Weekend (Youth)
MARCH
5 - Standing In The Gap (Men’s Activity - Lake City, FL)
16 - L2L Service
20 - L2L Ladies Service (3 pm) / Puppet Shows
25-27 - L2L Convention (Orlando, FL)
APRIL
2 - Mt. Dora Benefit Dinner (Jacksonville, FL)
3 - New Teaching Quarter Begins
MAY
1 - Congregational Meeting w/Elders
29 - 5th Sunday
JUNE
26-July 2 - Florida Bible Camp
29 - 5th Wednesday
JULY
3 - New Teaching Quarter Begins
10-13 - Vacation Bible School
30 - Bible Bowl
31 - 5th Sunday

continued. . .

AUGUST
5-7 - Prepared2Share @ Lakeside (Youth)
28 - Promotion Day
31 - 5th Wednesday
SEPTEMBER
9 - Teachers Appreciation Banquet
24 - Ladies Day
OCTOBER
2 - New Teaching Quarter Begins
8 - Hoedown @ Sieg’s
26 - CandyWalk @ Building
30 - 5th Sunday
NOVEMBER
4-6 - Gospel Meeting with Paul Sain
20 - Thanksgiving Baskets
23 - Song/Devotional Service (Josh Swearingen)
DECEMBER
4 - Elders/Deacons/Ministers Meeting (1-4 PM)
10 - Adult Holiday Party
16 - Youth Holiday Party @ Compton’s
18 - Holiday Fellowship after PM Service

AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE AND ITS TEACHINGS
CONCERNING MARRIAGE, GENDER AND SEXUALITY
I. Authority of the Bible
The Bible teaches in 2 Tim 3:16 & 17 that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works”. Therefore the Holy Bible is
the inerrant and perfect Will of God. It shows man what the will of God is in our lives and how
we ought to live our lives in service to Him. Acts 17:28 states “For in him we live, and move,
and have our being”. It is the standard that must be used and that we must obey in order to be
pleasing to Him. We recognize no other authority outside of the Bible in matters of faith and
intend to hold to its teachings. We are determined to follow its teachings to the fullest extent
of our ability. We subscribe to no other creed, catechism or statement of faith other than the
Holy inspired Word of God.

II. Statement Regarding Gender
The Bible clearly teaches that God wonderfully and immutably created each person, male and
female, and that those two distinct, complimentary genders together reflect the image and
nature of God, Gen 1:27. The rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God
within that person and the very nature of God himself.

III. Statement Regarding Marriage and Sexuality
The Bible clearly teaches that God created marriage to be the uniting of one man and one
woman in a single, exclusive union Gen 2:18, 21-24 and Matt 19:4-6. The Bible teaches that
God intends sexual intimacy only to occur between a man and a woman who are scripturally
married to each other in the sight of God, 1 Cor 7:2-5 and Heb 13:4.
The Bible teaches marriage to any other person who is ineligible to be married due to a preexisting marriage or due to an unscriptural divorce is against the Will of God, Matt. 19:9.
The Bible universally and clearly condemns any form of sexual immorality, including adultery,
fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality and incest, Rom 1:18-32; 1 Cor
6:9-11, 18-20. Specifically, the Bible condemns all homosexual conduct- sexual contact or
intimate relations between persons of the same gender.

