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Joyful Shepherds

,-P VXUH WKDW WKHUH DUH VRPH VKHSKHUGY RXW WKHUH RYHU WKH
KDSS\ ZLWK WKHLU MREV 7KDW PD\ ODUJHO\ EH EHFDXVH WKH\ MXVW
they aspired to be something else in life, but were stuck with it because it was the family gig.

However, the kind of shepherding | want to focus on is not the actual watching of physical
sheep, but rather of spiritual sheep (souls). Our shepherds can be joyful shepherds, or grieving
shepherds. The type of shepherd they are may largely depend upon you and me.

,Q +tHEUHZV WKH %LEOH UHDGY "2EH\ WKRVH ZKR UXOH RYHU \R>
watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with
JULHI IRU WKDW ZRXOG EH XQSURILWDEOH IRU \RX p 7KH %LEOH WHO!
because they are watching out for our souls. They are our shepherds and want what is best for
us spiritually. In fact, it says that they do so as those who must give account. They will have to
give an account for how they watched over our souls. Then the scriptures tell us to allow them
to shepherd us with joy and not grief. This is where we come in with regards to the joy and grief
that comes to our elders.

How might our elders shepherd us with joy? If we obey the Lord and His will, if we humble
ourselves as submissive servants ready to do the work of the Lord, then they will watch over us
with joy. However, if we go about things with our own agenda, if we are disobedient and unwill-
ing to humble ourselves and submit, then we will bring grief to those men who have this impor-
tant task. May we live our lives in a way that will bring joy to them, and therefore to our Lord as
well!

Ryan
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AM - The Real Pastors
| Timothy 3: 1-7

PM - What Are Our Options?
John 6: 66 -68



